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Topic 1: Establishing peace after the dissolution of the
Soviet Union, 1991

Introduction

The dissolution of the Soviet Union (USSR) culminated through a sequence of
events that slowly diminished governmental control. The USSR was ruled by
communists from 1922 until 1991, when it was split up into 15 newly freed
countries, (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine
and Uzbekistan).

The decision to allow elections with a multi-party system and create a
presidency for the Soviet Union by Soviet politician Mikhail Sergeyevich
Gorbachev, who was the last head of state of the Soviet Union, is credited with
having sparked the collapse. This progressive process of democratisation
eventually undermined Communist rule and made the Soviet Union's fall
possible.
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Definition of Key Terms

USSR: The Soviet Union, in full, is known as the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (U.S.S.R.). It consists of the Russian Soyuz Sovetskikh
Sotsialisticheskikh Republik or Sovetsky Soyuz, a former northern Eurasian
empire (1917/22–1991) stretching from the Baltic and Black seas to the Pacific
Ocean and, in its final years, consisting of 15 Soviet Socialist Republics (S.S.R.’s):
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belorussia (now Belarus), Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan,
Kirgizija (now Kyrgyzstan), Latvia, Lithuania, Moldavia (now Moldova), Russia,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. The capital was Moscow, then
and now the capital of Russia.

Communism: A political and economic system that seeks to create a classless
society in which the major means of production are owned and controlled by
the public. There is no government or private property or currency, and the
wealth is divided among citizens equally or according to individual needs.

Marxism: a social, political, and economic philosophy named after Karl Marx. It
examines the effect of capitalism on labour, productivity, and economic
development and argues for a worker revolution to overturn capitalism in favour
of communism.

Bolsheviks: (Russian: “One of the Majority”) or Bolsheviki, members of a wing of
the Russian Social-Democratic Workers’ Party, which, led by Vladimir Lenin,
seized control of the government in Russia (October 1917) and became the
dominant political power.

Glasnost: (Russian: “openness”) Soviet policy of open discussion of political and
social issues. It was instituted by Mikhail Gorbachev in the late 1980s and began
the democratisation of the Soviet Union. Glasnost also permitted criticism of
government officials and allowed the media freer dissemination of news and
information.

Perestroika: (Russian: “restructuring”) program instituted in the Soviet Union by
Mikhail Gorbachev in the mid-1980s to restructure Soviet economic and political
policy.

Commonwealth: also called Commonwealth of Nations, formerly (1931–49)
British Commonwealth of Nations, a free association of sovereign states
comprising the United Kingdom and a number of its former dependencies who
have chosen to maintain ties of friendship and practical cooperation and who
acknowledge the British monarch as symbolic head of their association.

Alma-Ata: Declaration of 1978 emerged as a major milestone of the twentieth
century in the field of public health, and it identified primary health care as the
key to the attainment of the goal of Health for All. The following are excerpts
from the Declaration.

KGB: Russian in full Komitet Gosudarstvennoy Bezopasnosti, English Committee
for State Security, foreign intelligence and domestic security agency of the
Soviet Union. During the Soviet era, the KGB’s responsibilities also included the

https://www.britannica.com/place/Soviet-Union
https://www.britannica.com/topic/communism
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/marxism.asp
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Bolshevik
https://www.britannica.com/topic/glasnost
https://www.britannica.com/topic/perestroika-Soviet-government-policy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Commonwealth-association-of-states
https://www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/declaration-of-alma-ata
https://www.britannica.com/topic/KGB
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protection of the country’s political leadership, the supervision of border troops,
and the general surveillance of the population.

Tsarist (Czarist) Autocracy: also called Tsarism, was a form of autocracy specific
to the Grand Duchy of Moscow and its successor states the Tsardom of Russia
and the Russian Empire. In it, the Tsar possessed in principle authority and
wealth, with more power than constitutional monarchs counterbalanced by a
legislative authority, as well as more religious authority than Western monarchs.
The institution originated during the time of Ivan III (1462−1505) and was
abolished after the Russian Revolution of 1917.

General Overview

The Establishment and Progression of the Soviet Union

During the Russian revolution
in 1917 the Bolsheviks
deposed the Russian Czar,
thus forming four socialist
republics. These four
drastically different republics
in 1922 amalgamated to
establish the Soviet Union.
The first leader of this Soviet
state was the Marxist
revolutionary Vladimir Lenin.

Although the end goal of the
Soviet Union was to achieve
“a society of true
democracy”, it instead was just as repressive as the Czarist autocracy that
preceded it. It was ruled solely by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
which demanded the allegiance of every Russian citizen. After 1924, when the
dictator Joseph Stalin rose to power, the state practised totalitarian control over
the economy. Those who stood against Stalin's ideologies were banished to
gulags or executed.

Subsequent to Stalin’s
death. The Soviets kept
the Communist Party in
power but denounced the
brutal policies. The main
concerns of the
Communist party
post-Stalin were the Cold
War as well as an “arms
race” with the US.
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The beginning of the Collapse

In 1985 Michail Gorbachev, an
experienced member of the
Communist Party assumed
leadership of the USSR. He was left
responsible for an immobile
economy as well as a rigid political
structure that made reform
unfeasible.

In hopes that the USSR would
prosper Gorbachev implemented
two new policies. The first of these
was known as Glasnost or, in
English, political openness. Glasnost
terminated any remnants of Stalin's repression, for example eliminating the
banning of books and the existence of omnipresent secret police, and gave
freedom to Soviet citizens. Newspapers were able to question and criticise the
government. Political prisoners were relinquished from jail. And for the first
time, political parties other than the communist party were able to partake in
elections

The second policy instated was perestroika, or in English, an economic
restructuring. Gorbachev thought the best way to revive the Soviet economy
was to diminish the government's control over it. He believed that private
initiative would lead to innovation, so for the first time since 1920 people and
cooperatives were permitted to own businesses. Workers could finally go on
strike and demand better wages.

However, these reforms gave very delayed outcomes. Issues in rationing and
shortages in resources were a result of the policies. Consequently, more and
more people grew frustrated with his government.

A stronger Soviet economy, in Gorbachev's
opinion, required improved ties with the outside
world, particularly with the United States. Even
when President Ronald Reagan referred to the
USSR as the "Evil Empire" and began a massive
military buildup, Gorbachev swore to withdraw
from the “arms race”.

On the other
hand, in addition to reducing the Soviet
military presence in the Warsaw Pact
countries of Eastern Europe, Gorbachev
declared that he would remove Soviet forces
from Afghanistan, where they had been
engaged in combat since 1979.
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The Soviet Union suffered significant repercussions from its noninterventionist
stance. In Poland, the non-Communist trade unionists of the Solidarity
movement successfully negotiated with the Communist government for more
democratic elections, which led to the country's first revolution in 1989. This in
turn encouraged nonviolent uprisings throughout Eastern Europe. In the same
month that the "velvet revolution" ousted the Communist government in
Czechoslovakia.

The Collapse of the USSR

The Soviet Union itself soon
became engulfed in this spirit of
possibilities. Independence
movements in the republics on
the outskirts of the U.S.S.R. were
inspired by a combination of the
terrible economy and
Gorbachev's non - authoritarian
attitude toward Soviet satellites.
The Baltic states (Estonia,
Lithuania, and Latvia) each made
a separate declaration of
independence from Moscow.

Concerned Communists in the military and the government put Gorbachev
under house arrest on August 18, 1991. Although the general public knew
otherwise, the official justification for his arrest was his "inability for health
reasons" to serve as president. The coup's leaders proclaimed an emergency.

The military advanced on Moscow, but human chains and civilians erecting
barricades to defend the Russian Parliament met their tanks. Then-Parliament
chair Boris Yeltsin addressed the gathering by standing atop one of their tanks.
Three days into the coup it was defeated.

Yeltsin (the former president) left for Minsk on December 8 and met with the
presidents of the Republic of Belarus and Ukraine. He then signed a document
that allowed the two nations to secede from the USSR and create the
Commonwealth of Independent
States. "The Soviet Union as a
matter of international and
geopolitical reality no longer
exists," the accord stated in part.
Eight of the nine remaining
republics, which had met in
Alma-Ata, in what is now
Kazakhstan, had declared their
independence from the USSR
only a few weeks after Belarus
and Ukraine. (Two years later, Georgia joined.)
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Back in Moscow, Boris Yeltsin, who had presided over parliament from atop a
tank, was assuming power over both the KGB and parliament as Gorbachev's
influence began to fade. It was inevitable that Gorbachev would step down as
president, and on Christmas Day 1991, he did so, declaring, "We're now living in
a new world. The Cold War, the arms race, and the insane militarization of the
nation—which have harmed our economy, public opinion, and morals—have
come to an end”. The formidable Soviet Union was no more.

Timeline

Date Event

30th December 1922 Following the 1917 Revolution, four socialist republics were established on
the territory of the former empire: the Russian and Transcaucasian Soviet
Federated Socialist Republics and the Ukrainian and Belorussian Soviet
Socialist Republics. On December 30, 1922, these constituent republics
established the U.S.S.R

1985 Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev, a Soviet politician, rose to the position of
president and made a substantial contribution towards the dissolution of
the Soviet Union. Glasnost and Perestroika were introduced and the
beginning hence marking the beginning of the end

15th May 1988 – 15th

February 1989
Gorbachev and the Soviets withdrew all their troops from Afghanistan.

17th June 1991 The Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) performed a failed coup on
Gorbachev in a desperate try to regain control of the USSR after the
introduction of Glasnost and Perestroika. Gorbachev returned to Moscow on
August 22, 1991

25th December 1991 Historical Start Date: Dissolution of the Soviet Union.
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Major Parties Involved

Soviet Union

Political Party In Power at the Time:

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU):
A communist party with democratic centralism at
its core. This Leninist concept calls for a
democratic, open discussion of policy matters
inside the party, followed by a demand for
complete unanimity in upholding the chosen
policies

United States of America

Political Party In Power at the Time:

In 1991 the Party House was divided, as the House
majority were democrats, the senate majority
were democrats, however the President at the
time was the Republican. Even after this divided
house, the US had put immense pressure on the
Soviets with the “arms race”.

Afghanistan

Political party In Power at the time:

The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan (DRA),
renamed the Republic of Afghanistan in 1987,
was the Afghan state during the one-party rule
of the People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan
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(PDPA) from 1978 to 1992. Responsible for increasing tensions within the USSR
due to the ongoing conflict at the time.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

30 nations from North America and Europe make up
the NATO security alliance, which was established in
1949 with the signing of the Washington Treaty. The
main objective of NATO is to protect the
independence and security of the Allies through
political and military action. It serves as a realistic link
that binds North American and European security
together indefinitely. NATO concentrated on
collective defence and safeguarding its members
from potential Soviet Union attacks during the Cold War.

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

Yeltsin Presidency (1991-1999)

On December 31, 1991, the U.S.S.R. legally ceased to
exist. The Russian Federation, the new state, began its
journey toward democracy and a market economy
without a clear plan for how to finish such a revolution in
the biggest nation on Earth. It gained independence amid
severe turmoil and economic chaos, much like the
majority of other former Soviet republics.

The Failing Economy

Russia faced economic catastrophe after gaining independence. The new
Russian government had to find a means to overhaul the whole Russian
economy in addition to dealing with the fallout from the Gorbachev era's
economic policy errors. Gross domestic product (GDP) fell by almost one-sixth,
and the budget deficit was about one-fourth of GDP in 1991 alone.

At a time when the tax system was
crumbling, the Gorbachev government
had to resort to printing enormous
sums of money to pay for the budget as
well as the substantial subsidies to
industry and food. Additionally, the
majority of items were scarce as a
result of price controls. By 1991, typical
retail stores had few things that were
necessary for daily existence. The
entire system of distributing
commodities was in danger of
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collapsing. The transition from a command economy to a market economy was
challenging and unprecedented in history. Since Russia had a central command
economy for more than 70 years, its conversion to a market economy was more
challenging than that of the other eastern European nations.

Economic Reforms

The Yeltsin administration lifted pricing controls on the majority of goods in
January 1992 in an effort to get products into stores—the first crucial step toward
establishing a market-based economy. Its primary objective was accomplished.
But it also sparked inflation, which turned into a daily worry for Russians as their
wages and purchasing power shrank as the cost of even some of the most basic
products continued to increase.

During the Soviet era, the factory had been not only a place of work but was
also often the base of social services, providing benefits such as child care,
vacations, and housing. As a result, if the government had permitted many

industries to fail, it would
have needed to provide not
only unemployment benefits
but also a wide range of
social services. The
infrastructure of the
government could not
handle this substantial new
burden. However, as many
ordinary Russians battled to
exist, the inflation brought
on by keeping these
industries operating made
support for Yeltsin and
economic reform decline.
Due to a lack of funds,

factories had no choice except to pay their employees and settle their debts
with other firms in kind. As industries and workers attempted to adapt to the
economic crisis, a barter economy began to develop in many regions of Russia.
Furthermore, there was no chance of ever recovering the large debts owed by
factories, even though they were meticulously recorded. Thus, it was not
uncommon for workers to go months without being paid and for workers to get
paid in, for example, rubber gloves or crockery, either because they made such
things themselves or because their factory had received payment for debt in
kind.
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Political and Social Changes

Yeltsin had a rise in popularity after helping to thwart Gorbachev's 1991
attempted coup. He was elected president of the Russian Soviet Federated
Socialist Republic for the first time in 1991, just before the U.S.S.R. collapsed, and
he was reelected in 1996. He was a skilled politician. Despite the fact that he had
come to stand for political and economic progress for many, his first priority
was the maintenance of his own dominance and authority. Yeltsin successfully
employed a divide-and-rule method to deal with people around him in the
bureaucracy and the government, which resulted in the creation of several
groups that engaged in conflict with one another.

In some instances, officials actually spent more time fighting than they did in
charge of the nation. Yeltsin also had a propensity to fire prime ministers and
ministers frequently, which resulted in sudden policy shifts. Yeltsin declined to
create his own political party or overtly ally with any party or coalition of parties
throughout his presidency. Instead, he thought that the president should stay
independent of party politics, despite the fact that he served as the political
process's central figure and desired power broker until his resignation in 1999.
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Possible Solutions

1. The extent of the global economic damages (like the destruction of
European trade routes) could be mitigated by looking into methods to
reduce the rising inflation rates of the Soviet Ruble.

2. The Soviet-Afghan conflict could be lessened by looking into ways of
reducing tensions along the Soviet-Afghan Border.

3. Identifying processes to diminish the scale of the arms race between the
two global superpowers would reduce the dominance a single nation
may have over the rest. We can also consider ways to integrate the
newly formed Russian State with Western powers in order to reduce the
tensions and propaganda that were experienced during the Cold War by
both the USA and Russia.

4. We can also consider ways to strengthen the democracy of the newly
formed States after the Soviet Collapse as well as improve their
economic and social prosperity.

Sources
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Topic 2: The Gulf War

Introduction

The Gulf war was the result of the Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait, which was in response
to Kuwait’s refusal to remove Iraq’s 37
billion foreign debt. Saddam Hussein, the
then leader of Iraq, accused Kuwait of
stealing oil from the Ar Rumaylah oil fields.
He later invaded Kuwait on the 2nd of
August 1990, which started an
international armed conflict.

This led to the USA’s involvement by
sending American troops to Saudi Arabia
to protect the peninsula, and on 7th August,
USA’s Operation Desert Shield ordered in
which several countries, including UK,
France, Egypt and Morocco, sent troops to
the Gulf states, resulting in a military build-up. The USA also gave a deadline to
Iraq, giving them until the 15th of January 1991 to withdraw from the war, but the
warnings were ignored.

Definition of Key Terms

Gulf states: Oil-producing Persian states, that are located near the Persian Gulf,
a mediterranean sea across West Asia, including Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, UAE and Iran

Operation Desert Shield: President Bush (USA) ordered for the largest ever
deployment of troops in the Gulf states, specifically Saudi Arabia, since WWII,
and to become part of an international coalition against Iraq. Over the next few
months, Bush ordered the deployment of 240 000, and an additional 200 000
on the way. Other countries in support of Kuwait also sent troops, and armed
vehicles to prepare for a possible attack.

International Coalition: An international alliance of countries that form a
goal-operated political operation to achieve a common target. In the Gulf war,
the USA and its allies formed an international coalition, in which all countries
involved sent troops and military forces to Saudi Arabia.

Provisional Government: Known as an interim or emergency government when
a power vacuum is created through the collapse of the country’s government.
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Emir: The ruler, chief, or commander of Islamic countries. In Kuwait the Emir
was Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah.

Allied Military build-up: Building up military forces, by strengthening and
increasing the number of troops sent in a region as well as artillery pieces and
other armoured vehicles and weapons. In the case of the Gulf war, this was
done by several countries in Saudi Arabia, in order to prepare for a possible
military offensive.

Annexation: Possession of a territory or country, usually by force and without
permission. This is done through a country proclaiming its sovereignty over that
region and not through a peace treaty or purchase of the territory. In order for it
to be legitimised, it must be recognised by the rest of the member states.
Similarly to the Gulf war, annexation is usually a result of a military invasion and
occupation of that region or country.

Arab League: A regional organisation of Arab countries and some African
countries as well formed on March 22nd 1945. Its aim was to resolve any issue
between Arab league countries or third parties, as well as strengthen the
economic, cultural and social state of Arab countries. The organisation was
founded by Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Transjordan, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Yemen,
but other Arab countries soon became part of it and met in Cairo for their
summits. There, each country was given one vote in the council, and the
decisions affected only the countries that had voted for them.

General Overview

Background

The Iran-Iraq war ended with a UN
ceasefire in August 1988 in which Iraq
was left with a huge debt which
accumulated to 37 billion dollars as the
main source of funding for the war was
through loans taken out by the Gulf
states including Kuwait and UAE.

On July 17th 1990, Saddam Hussein, the
leader of Iraq, gave out a speech
attacking Kuwait. In his speech, he
accused the rich yet small nation of
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates of
exceeding oil exports set by OPEC
(Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries) which decreased oil prices
and subsequently decreased Iraq’s oil
revenue. He also demanded that the
UAE and Kuwait cancel the debt as a
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form of payment to Iraq, as Hussein argued that Iraq protected the Arabian
Peninsula from Iran.

A day later, Hussein accused Kuwait of stealing oil from the Ar Rumaylah oil
fields, which were part of the two countries’ border. After Kuwait refused to
cancel the debt, Hussein started threatening Kuwait of restarting conflict over
ownership of the Bubiyan and Warbah Islands, a territorial conflict that the two
countries fought over for decades.

During this time before the invasion, Iraq accused the US and Israel of
deliberately allowing Kuwait to lower oil prices, in order to hinder their
economy. This led to further deterioration of the two countries’ relations.

Invasion of Kuwait

On August 2nd 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait, despite ensuring the Egyptian
President, Husni Mubarak that he would not use force during attempted
negotiations to resolve the issue peacefully. Iraq was able to invade Kuwait city
successfully with little difficulty due to Kuwait’s small military, which consisted
of 20 000 troops. The Iraqi Republican guards successfully invaded Kuwait City,
while the Special forces attacked the main areas and buildings in Kuwait,
including the Emir’s palace (see appendix 1).

On August 3rd, the Emir of Kuwait
Sheikh Jābir, his cabinet, and the Ṣabāḥ
family, were forced to flee to Saudi
Arabia along with an additional 300
000 Kuwaiti refugees. The Iraqi forces
appointed Colonel Alaa Hussain Ali as
head of Kuwait, while setting up a
puppet regime known as the
Provisional Free Government of Kuwait,
and on 28th August, Iraq declared
Kuwait as its 19th province and officially
annexed the country.

International reactions

Saddam Hussein expected major
support from his neighbouring Arab
states, but after the invasion,
two-thirds of the Arab League,
including Egypt, and Syria
condemned Iraq through a
resolution they passed and called
for international aid from NATO and
its allies. The UN also passed a
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security council resolution, calling for the protection of Kuwait’s assets. In an
attempt to regain support from Arab countries, Hussein announced that he
would evacuate Kuwait only if Israel retreated from Palestine. Seeing as Arab
countries wouldn’t support Iraq, he instead agreed to the Iran-Iraq peace terms,
by removing Iraqi troops from Iran in order to deploy them to Kuwait. The UK,
Soviet Union and the US all condemned Iraq’s invasion.

Operation Desert Shield

On August 7th 1990, US president Bush ordered Operation desert shield which
involved the deployment of large
numbers of troops to Saudi Arabia
by the USA and other countries that
were part of the 34-nation coalition.
This included 25 000 troops from
the UK, 20 000 from Egypt and 240
000 from the USA by the end of
November 1990 (see appendix 2).

The initial troop deployment
prevented Hussein from invading
Saudi Arabia, as after occupying
Kuwait, Saddam Hussein planned

on invading Saudi Arabia next. Due to two main Muslim holy sites being located
there as well as the oil they produced, which would allow Hussein to control
more than 40% of the world’s oil reserves, Iraqi troops had been sent to the
Saudi border, but never went through with the invasion due to the deployment
of US troops. This officially started the international conflict and war with the US
and its allies against Iraq.

On November 29th 1990, the UN Security Council resolution 678 called for “all
necessary means” to end the war, for the first time since the Korean war, and
gave Iraq a deadline to withdraw its forces from Kuwait, until 15th January 1991,
However, Iraq ignored the deadline set by the UN.

Operation Desert Storm

(after the Historical starting date, only read to gain perspective)

A two-phase operation, which included an international coalition air offensive,
as well as a ground attack known as operation desert Sabre. After Hussein
ignored the deadline set by resolution 678, on January 17th 1991, an air attack
coalition was led by US soldiers and NATO troops. Due to the coalition, they had
technologically advanced weapons including Stealth bombers and Cruise
missiles, something that Iraqi forces couldn’t compete with. After 42 days of
brutal fighting on air and ground, US President Bush declared a ceasefire on the
28th of February, in which most Iraqi forces had either surrendered or fled.
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Timeline

Date Event

17th July 1990 Saddam Hussein makes a speech, demanding the cancelation of their foreign
debt to the Gulf states and accusing Kuwait and UAE of exceeding oil exports
according to OPEC

2nd August 1990 Iraq invades Kuwait with 100 000 troops after making multiple threats

7th August 1990 USA president, Bush orders Operation Desert Shield, leading to an allied
military built up in the Gulf States

28 August 1990 Saddam Hussein declares Kuwait as the 19th province of Iraq

29 November 1990 UN Security Council passes resolution 678, calling for “all necessary means” to
be used in order to force Iraq out of Kuwait, if Iraq does not withdraw its forces
by 15 January 1991

15 January 1991 The deadline set by UN resolution 678 passes, and Iraqi forces have not been
withdrawn from Kuwait

16 January 1991 Historical Starting date: Day before Operation Desert Storm

Major Parties Involved

Iraq:

Political Party in power at the time

At the time, the political party in power was the Baʿath
Party, under Saddam Hussein, the leader of Iraq. The
party was a Pan-Arabist party that advocated for the
creation of a single Arab nation and was the ruling
party in Iraq from 1968-1991. A highly totalitarian party
that opposed imperialism and colonialism, while at the
same time embracing Islamic values in its ideology.

Leader of Ba’ath Party and Iraq- Saddam Hussein Hussein became president of
Iraq, in 1979, and soon developed into a dictator, by taking over numerous
government positions, including the prime minister and chairman of the
Revolutionary Command Council. He also had a secret police that would crush
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any internal opposition to Hussein’s rule and government and was extremely
skilful in exploiting rivalries to defeat his enemies. In fact, when he first came
into power in 1979, inspired by Stalin’s methods of terror, he carried out a series
of show trials and purges, to remove anyone who could be a potential threat.
This led to the execution of 500 members of his own party and the arrest of
many more.

Another important figure in Iraq at the time was Tariq
Aziz, Minister of foreign affairs and deputy prime
minister. He was the voice of Hussein, due to his
fluency in English, and was a frequent representative
of Iraq in Western news outlets

Kuwait

Political Party in power at the time

Kuwait is a constitutional hereditary emirate ruled by
princes. The Emir at the time was Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir
al-Sabah and the crown Prince was also appointed as the
Prime Minister. There are no official political parties, but
de facto parties are allowed in the government. In
addition, the Emir has the final say in most policies being
debated in the National Assembly. The Emir came into power in 1977, with one
of his main goals being, unity amongst Arab nations, but that came to an end
after the Iran-Iraq war had begun, which put Kuwait’s sovereignty in jeopardy.

When Kuwait first got invaded by Iraq, despite being a very rich country, they
were very unprepared for an invasion, due to their weak military. This resulted in
a very quick victory of Iraq, as it only took 3 days for them to capture Kuwait,
and from the 20 000 troop army, 4200 of them had already died by the first 14
hours of the invasion. After Iraqi special forces started attacking the Dasman
Palace, the royal residence of the Emir, the Emir, Sheikh Jābir fled to Saudi
Arabia. While living in exile, the crown prince and minister of foreign affairs,
efficiently dealt with Kuwait’s overseas assets, which amounted to over 100
billion, thus protecting it from Iraq.
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In support of Iraq

Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO)

One of Iraq’s main allies was the PLO, especially
because of the support Iraq gave to the PLO in regard
to the situation with Israel. More specifically, after
Hussein invaded Iraq, he made a statement claiming
that he would withdraw his forces from Kuwait, if Israel
also withdrew from Palestine, thus gaining its support.

However, their decision to support Iraq, meant that they lost a large number of
financial supporters from the Gulf oil states.

Jordan

The Hashemite King, also supported Iraq in the war and
was quite hesitant in joining allied forces for an
offensive against Iraq. In fact, during the war, Jordan
served as a lifeline for Iraq, to which most Iraqi
refugees went. It’s estimated that there are about 300
000 to 350 000 Iraqi refugees that fled to Jordan,

some of which were Hussein’s own family. (After the historical starting date)

Yemen

During Hussein’s first major speech after the invasion, he
claimed that he got inspired by Yemen, to aim for unified
Arab states and the removal of colonialism. This led to
Yemen supporting Hussein during the Gulf war and
refusing to send troops to the military coalition in Saudi
Arabia.

Tunisia, Sudan and Algeria

Their governments receive a lot of pressure from their people to support Iraq,
and from the West to join the international coalition. As a result, they publicly
condemned the allied forces and Operation Desert Shield and instead called for
a cease-fire.
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In support of Kuwait

USA

As soon as Iraq invaded Kuwait, the president of the US,
George Bush, organised a meeting with the US national
security council to announce their official response to
the invasion. On the 5th of August 1990, Bush declared
that “this will not stand, this aggression of Kuwait,” to
the press and two days later sent a rapid deployment

force to Saudi Arabia, as per Saudi Arabia’s request and fear of another invasion
by Iraq. This initiative developed into operation Desert Shield, a 34-nation
coalition led by the USA, which consisted of the deployment of troops in the
Gulf and Saudi Arabia

Bush made the USA's intention on defending Kuwait clear on the 20th of August,
when he signed National Security Directive 45, and met with USSR leader
Gorbachev on September 9th and both agreed on condemning Iraq.

In response to Resolution 678, Bush met with his advisors to discuss their
intervention in Kuwait and its approval from Congress. Although the defence
Secretary argued against this decision, another meeting was held, and Bush
made the request to Congress. On 12th January 1991, Congress approved the
motion by passing House Joint Resolution 77 on January 12, and a few days later,
Bush signed National Security Directive 54, which summarised the approach the
US would take with the war. The US would later lead Operation Desert Storm as
well (after the historical starting date)

UK

The UK also joined the international coalition, having
the largest number of troops deployed since WWII.
During Operation Desert Shield, the UK sent the 1st
Armoured Division with 35 000 troops along with 13
000 vehicles used in the coalition. The UK would later
lead Operation Granby, under Operation Desert Storm

(after the historical starting date).

Egypt and Syria

As soon as Iraq invaded Kuwait, Egyptian president
Hosni Mubarak met with the Arab League in an
emergency conference, in which Egypt along with the
majority of Arab League countries passed a resolution
condemning Iraq on August 12th. He also led and
encouraged Arab countries into joining the international
coalition, in which he deployed 20 000 troops to Saudi

Arabia, and Syria sent 14 500.
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Saudi Arabia

King Fahd gave refuge to the royal family and the Emir of Kuwait once Iraq
invaded, as well as giving asylum to 300 000 Kuwaiti refugees. After Iraq
deployed troops to the Saudi Border, King Fahd made a
request to the US, asking for the deployment of US troops
in Saudi Arabia, to gain protection. The Saudis broadened
the protection of the US to cover Kuwait as well, thus
allowing for the international coalition to take place in the
Gulf, and also providing support through their own military.

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

UN Security Council Resolution 660

The resolution was passed on the 2nd of August 1990, right after Iraq invaded
Kuwait. It demanded that Iraq withdraw all its forces from Kuwait, and
condemned the invasion. It was passed with 14 votes for, 0 against and 0
abstentions.

UN Security Council Resolution 661

A resolution passed on the 6th of August 1990, right after Iraq’s
invasion of Kuwait, which called for an embargo passed by all
member states against Iraq under Chapter VII of the UN
charter, regarding economic sanctions, as well as the
protection of the Kuwaiti government’s legitimate assets. The
resolution was implemented and included in accordance with
the resolution passed by the Arab League, which formally
condemned Iraq’s invasion on the 12th of August 1990.

UN Security Council Resolution 674

The resolution was passed on 19th October 1990 and urged Iraq to stop taking
third-state citizens as hostages and to allow diplomats, third-state employees
and citizens to leave Iraq and Kuwait. It also called for fair treatment of Kuwaitis
and instructed Iraq to provide them with food, water and other essentials to
ensure their well-being. It also states that if Iraq didn’t follow the resolution,
then the Security Council would have to take stricter measures, as stated in the
UN charter.

UN Security Council Resolution 678

The resolution allowed the usage of all necessary means to implement S.C.
resolution 660, and any other relevant resolutions, while also giving Iraq an
opportunity to withdraw, without implementing this resolution, until January
15th 1991. If Iraq doesn’t abide by Resolutions 660, 661, 674 and 678, by the
deadline given, then the resolution calls for Member states to provide adequate
support for Kuwait. The resolution was passed on November 29th 1990.

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/94220?ln=en
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/661
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/674
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/102245?ln=en
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Possible Solutions

1. Could request a ceasefire, and attempt to agree upon peace negotiations
and a possible peace treaty.

2. One way to address the conflict could be by providing humanitarian aid
and basic necessities, to ensure the well-being of the hostages and
victims of the conflict.

3. A way to monitor the situation better, is by implementing a peacekeeping
mission in Kuwait.

4. A final question to ask ourselves is: Was Operation Desert Storm the best
way to combat the issue (if it took place), or instead what could have
been done differently?
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Appendixes

1. Diagram 1 shows Iraqi force deployments in Kuwait
2. Diagram 2 illustrates the execution of operation desert shield

https://maps.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/iraqi_deployments_1991.jpg
https://maps.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/timing_of_attack.jpg

