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Topic 1: The question of establishing a legal
framework for animal experimentation

Introduction
Dating back to 500 B.C.E., when Aristotle and Erasistratus performed the very
first vivisections on non-human animals, a debate concerning the extent to
which ethics are to be considered regarding animal experimentation has been
put forward. Indeed, since the dawn of time, the duality in the views held by
those who deem animal experimentation necessary and simply irreplaceable,
and those who believe it to be cruel and harsh malpractice, has rendered the
task of establishing a legal framework for animal experimentation considerably
more complex & precarious.

Moreover, the vitality of
this question is highlighted
as new, alternative
methods to test the
toxicity and safety of
medical and cosmetic
products have emerged. In
light of the excellent IT
technology (notably the
computer Silico modelling)
that has been developed
over the last decade,
animal experimentation is
no longer crucial. Likewise,
stakeholders are

presented with various other means that are fully or partially able to subside
animal experimentation, such as the implementation of the Vitro method and
substituting human volunteers for cosmetic and certain pharmaceutical testing.

However, unfortunately for our non-human counterparts, between the years
2000 and 2015, animal experimentation in federally-funded labs increased by
over 70%, and in 2022, more than 100 million animals were being subjected to
animal experimentation annually.

In light of these alarming figures, the notion of establishing a legal framework for
the purpose of preventing mistreatment and animal cruelty becomes more
relevant than ever. As the graph on the left illustrates, mice (as well as rabbits
and guinea pigs) often fall victim to animal experimentation in the European
Union. Notably, rabbits are frequently used during ‘cosmetic testing’ as they do
not have tear ducts, making it virtually impossible for them to ‘flush out’ the
product rubbed into their eyes during the experiment.
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Definition of Key Terms
Animal experimentation: the procedure(s) performed on non-human, living
animals, for the purpose of scientific research, and notably the assessment of
the effectiveness of new medical products, pharmaceuticals etc.; also known as
vivisection by those opposing the practice.

Animal cruelty: the infliction of harm, characterized by either abuse or neglect,
upon predominantly but not limited to domestic animals.

Legal framework: a set of legal documents comprising the rights and
obligations, to which governments, companies and individuals are subjugated.

(Animal) Ethics: concerning deontological ethics, and essentially the moral
considerations taken into account regarding how non-human animals ought to
be treated.

Speciesism: a belief held by many humans, that other animal species are in fact
inferior to human beings.

Three Rs: Replacement, Reduction & Refinement; a robust framework aimed at
ensuring animals’ welfare during scientific experiments, by minimising the
number of animals used and the extent of their suffering.

Five Freedoms: a guiding principle, according to which any and all animals
should be free from hunger, thirst and malnutrition; fear and distress; physical
and thermal discomfort; pain, injury and disease & be free to express normal
patterns of behaviour.

The Vitro Method: a scientific test that is performed outside of a living
organism, while using an extracted tissue or cell from that set organism, such as
a human being.

General Overview
As stated previously, the ethical duality and the questionable necessity of the
extent of animal experimentation research that takes place nowadays is
precisely what makes the question of the establishment of a legal framework for
animal experimentation require such strenuous effort.

Remarkably, animal experimentation has been subjected to critique as a practice
altogether, as its limited effectiveness has been revealed. According to PETA,
over 90% of animal-tested medicine ultimately fails to fulfil the task of curing a



Mediterranean Model United Nations XVIII

human patient. Simultaneously, the
National Institutes of Health in
America, concluded that roughly
95% of drugs that were used during
animal trials had no negative
consequences that are actually
hazardous and even life-threatening
to human health in some cases.
Nevertheless, efforts were indeed
made, in attempts to resolve the
general, vital issue of creating a
legal framework to ensure animals’ rights are valued and respected. However,
let us start at the very beginning and consider the key dates & events that
shaped the current state of affairs:

500 B.C.E.: The date of the first recorded vivisection, i.e. animal experiment, by
notable philosophers and physicians. Among them, Aristotle, Erasistratus and
Alcmaeon of Croton discovered that the optic nerve is necessary for vision,
during one of his experiments on living animals. These infamous figures can be
considered not only the ‘fathers of animal experimentation and vivisection’, but
likewise the ones who sewed the seeds for an ethical debate about the moral
nature of the matter.

1959: “The principle of Humane Experimental Techniques” published outlining
the ‘Three R’ methodology. The gravity of this text cannot be denied. In fact,
most if not all, modern regulatory policies are based on the concept of
Replacement, Reduction and Refinement, in order to limit animal suffering
during experimentation, as much as possible.

1975: “Animal Liberation” - an extremely influential book by the Australian
philosopher Peter Singer in regards to the way society views animal rights and
subsequently animal experimentation.

1983: “The Case for Animal Rights” – a book by Tom Reagan. (The ‘Three Rs’
framework is discussed further in the Previous Attempts to Resolve this Issue
section of the booklet.)

2004: a ban on animal testing of ‘finished’, cosmetic products was introduced by
the European Union, marking a major step forward in reducing the number of
animals that are forced to undergo experimentation.

2010: On the 22nd of September in 2010, the European Union implemented a
new Directive, regarding the protection of animals being used for scientific
purposes. (More on this Directive in the Previous Attempts to Resolve this Issue
section of the booklet.)
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2017: OECD, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development,
approves other, non-animal alternatives for both eye and skin allergy and/or
irritation tests.
2021: “Save Ralph” – an infamous stop-motion film, gaining the attention of
various generations, whilst cultivating and accumulating a strong public interest
and contempt, concerning the topic of animal experimentation.

Moreover, there are currently over 42 countries that either have a full or partial
ban on cosmetic, animal testing including all European Union countries and 350
American companies that endorse the Humane Cosmetic Act. All in all, animal
experimentation has been an important and inherent part of our lives since
ancient times, however, it is time we ensure the fair and just treatment of
animals by establishing a strong, and efficient legal framework.

Major Parties Involved

PETA, short for People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals, plays a crucial role in advocating for animal
rights and decreasing animal suffering all over the world.
That is to say, their main objective is to “establish and
defend the rights of all animals”. Since its establishment in
1980, PETA has fostered a rather impressive number of
reforms and exposed hundreds of cases of animal cruelty.

For instance, PETA contributed to the eventual closing of the Ringing Brothers
Company, as well as the Barnum & Bailey Circus.
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World Federation for Animals, WFA, concerns itself with ensuring “animal
sentience is respected and all animals live a good life,
with their well-being protected”. WFA outlines three
key ways in which it aims to improve animals’ welfare:
policy, research and information sharing, coordinated
advocacy agenda and policy advocacy. The WFA was
founded by 19 member organisations, including the
African Network for Animal Welfare (ANAW) and the
American Anti-Vivisection Society (AAVS).

Cruelty Free International is another
significant organisation when it comes to
animal experimentation. Cruelty Free
International was founded in 1898, by a
philanthropist and an avid women’s rights
activist, Frances Power Cobber. The
company was previously called the ‘British
Union for the Abolition of Vivisection’ or
‘BUAV’ in short. As of now, Cruelty Free International is the “leading organisation
working globally to consign animal experiments to the history books''.

The United Nations, and particularly the UN Convention on Animal Health and
Protection (UNCAHP) implemented in 2018 has likewise played a significant role
when it comes to defining animals’ legal rights. Remarkably, the convention has
not only reinforced the Three R methodology but likewise introduced the
‘guiding principle’ of the Five Freedoms. Moreover, the UNCAHP has formally
and legally outlined that each and every animal should be regarded as an
“individual sentient being” with intrinsic values, thus exalting animals’ needs and
subsequently, rights, to a similar level with that of humans.

USA, China and Japan - countries that benefit from animal experimentation the
most. In the US alone, over 20 million animals are used for scientific research
annually, while 16 million are being used in China and just over 11 million in
Japan. As illustrated by the graph below, the European Union collectively utilised
around 9.4 million poor and innocent mice, rabbits and other animals for
experimentation in just the year 2020.
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Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

“The Case for Animal Rights” – a book by Tom Reagan, published in 1983.
Similarly to “Animal Liberation”, this piece of writing was an ‘eye-opening’
catalyst for the public to spring into action, as the book presents a
well-structured, logical case as to why exactly animals should have the
‘right-to-life’ and be treated ethically during animal experimentation.

On the 22nd of September in 2010, the European Union replaced the 1986
Directive 86/609/EEC regarding the protection of animals being used for
scientific purposes. The key objective of this particular Directive is the
strengthening of the existing policy in accordance with the Three Rs method, as
well as the ultimate goal of completely eradicating animal experimentation as
such.

On March the 2nd, 2022, Member states at the United Nations Environment
Assembly, UNEA, adopted a “pioneering resolution” concerning the link
between animal welfare and maltreatment and sustainability. Although this
resolution is not directly targeting animal experimentation in particular, it is the
very first United Nations resolution which delves into the topic of “animal
welfare”.

Overall, there are typically country-specific laws concerning how animals
should, and should not be treated during the experimentation and testing of
products, such as the Humane Cosmetic Act in the USA, which is constantly
being updated & improved in accordance with the emergence of new
technology.
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Possible Solutions

1. Increase Public Exposure – as practice shows, increasing public exposure
could aid to raise awareness of vital issues, such as that of animal
experimentation, which in turn ploughs the seeds for action by
highlighting the relevance of the notion. A prime, effective example
would be the “Save Ralph” stop-motion film released in 2021, evoking
deep sympathy and concern regarding animal experimentation among a
wide range of audiences, from children to adults; ultimately resulting in a
spike of interest regarding the matter and the ‘reborn’ desire to put an
end to animal cruelty and harmful animal experimentation.

2. Public campaigns and education - both a school and a university
environment are quite useful in terms of raising further awareness and
promoting or advocating a certain issue. Therefore, the establishment of
a legal framework for animal experimentation should not be exempt from
the benefits school and university campaigns have to offer.

3. Encourage transparency – holistically, both from the individual, and
private companies as well as governments and other related civil
institutions.

4. Encourage the use of
alternatives in animal testing
and experimentation - replacing
the often poorly-treated
animals, with computer
technology and using human
tissue (the Vitro method)
instead, would likely limit the
overall number of animals
required, as well as the extent
of their suffering - which is ultimately the goal of establishing a legal
framework for animal experimentation as such.

Media Recommendations:
If one wishes to explore the subject in further detail, we recommend
familiarising yourself with the following media:

i. “Save Ralph” – short film;
ii. “The Costs and Benefits of Animal Experiments” – a book by Andrew

Knight;
iii. “Animal Testing: Life-Saving Research Vs. Animal Welfare” – a book

by Lois Sepahban;
iv. “Your Mommy Kills Animals” – a documentary film.

Research Report | Page 9 of 28



Mediterranean Model United Nations XVIII

Note of Advice:
When delegates are analysing the situation and putting together possible
solutions for the establishment of a legal framework for animal
experimentation, it is worth asking oneself the following questions:

i. What is animal experimentation in itself & what advantages and
drawbacks does it possess?

ii. In what countries is animal experimentation most widespread?
iii. Who are the stakeholders benefiting from large-scale animal

experimentation, and therefore likely to resist the establishment of a
further-restraining legal framework?

iv. Conversely, which party advocates ‘multi-speciesism’ and avidly
supports the creation of a more austere policy?

Sources
https://www.hsi.org/news-media/about/
https://www.peta.org/about-peta/faq/what-is-speciesism/#:~:text=%E2%80%
9CSpeciesism%E2%80%9D%20is%20the%20human%2D,as%20means%20to
%20human%20ends
https://www.peta.org.uk
https://crueltyfreeinternational.org
https://wfa.org
https://www.anaw.org

https://www.hsi.org/news-media/about/
https://www.peta.org/about-peta/faq/what-is-speciesism/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CSpeciesism%E2%80%9D%20is%20the%20human%2D,as%20means%20to%20human%20ends
https://www.peta.org/about-peta/faq/what-is-speciesism/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CSpeciesism%E2%80%9D%20is%20the%20human%2D,as%20means%20to%20human%20ends
https://www.peta.org/about-peta/faq/what-is-speciesism/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CSpeciesism%E2%80%9D%20is%20the%20human%2D,as%20means%20to%20human%20ends
https://www.peta.org.uk
https://crueltyfreeinternational.org
https://wfa.org
https://www.anaw.org
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Topic 2: The question of establishing an international
legal framework for women’s reproductive rights

Introduction 
Are you a woman? Do you have a sister? What about your mother? They
deserve respect when it comes to their reproductive rights, right?

Women’s reproductive rights is a highly controversial topic and an undoubtedly
relevant idea that concerns roughly half of the global population of planet Earth.
For instance, as of now, women’s basic right to abortion is still being denied
altogether in several countries such as the Philippines, Iraq, Madagascar and
even the USA. However, there is hope for more freedom for women in the
future as countries begin to progress with the acceptance of the decline of
historical, patriarchal views on what exactly a woman should or should not do
with her respective reproductive ability.

Therefore, establishing an international legal framework for women’s
reproductive rights would not only help in furthering female liberation and
emancipation globally but likewise requite the centuries-long injustice and
discrimination that women face globally. Above all though, would arguably be
the fact that such a legal framework will ensure women’s reproductive, physical
& mental health is neither harmed nor exploited by individuals, governments or
the law itself. It is time for action. Now!

Note:

Currently, abortion is still illegal in as many as 16 countries, while 66 states have made
abortion legal on request. (In other words, the mother does not need to provide legal
proof that her life is at risk from a high-risk pregnancy, in order to undergo an abortion.)
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Definition of Key Terms

Reproductive rights: fundamental human rights concerning reproductive health
and autonomy; for example, the right to decide the number and spacing of
children, the right to equality and non-discrimination & the right to consent to
marriage.

Feminism: a movement advocating women’s rights, liberation and
empowerment, based on the equality of genders. 

International legal framework: a set of legal documents comprising the rights
and obligations, to which governments, companies and individuals are
subjugated globally. 

Abortifacient: a drug or any other substance used in order to end a pregnancy.

Misogyny: dislike and/or contempt of women based on sexist prejudices. 

Right-to-life: a belief that argues each human being has a right to live, and
should not be harmed or killed by another entity. 

High-risk pregnancy: a pregnancy that is far more likely to result in
complications for either the mother or the foetus; for instance, an ectopic
pregnancy.

Plan B (morning-after pill): it is a form of emergency contraception and birth
control. It is not the same as the abortion pill.

Abortion pill (medication abortion): it is a pill given to terminate a pregnancy in
its early stages.

Gestational limit: the time range within which pregnancy termination is
permitted according to the country’s legal framework.

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM): is a form of gender-based violence, where
women are often forced to undergo partial or complete removal of their
external genitalia for non-medical reasons and can have traumatic effects on the
woman’s health, both physical and mental.



Mediterranean Model United Nations XVIII

General Overview

Reproductive rights are a sector of gender-based healthcare. The World Health
Organisation (WHO) describes it as “the physical, mental and social well-being
[…] in all matters relating to the reproductive system and its function and
processes”. It is the human right to exercise a safe sex life and the ability to

reproduce whenever desired. It is a
complex matter since it discusses
matters of the right to privacy, bodily
autonomy and freedom of decision.
What increases the complexity of this
topic is the fact that many matters
relating to healthcare, and especially
reproductive healthcare, carry
controversy. For example, abortion is
not protected by law in all countries.

Maternal and foetal care, fertility, contraception and gynaecology fall under
reproductive healthcare but are not provided in all countries or to all women
equally.

Abortions may be one of the most controversial topics, and with recent events,
they have been at the centre of the news. There are two main ideas around
abortion. One being that it’s a fundamental human right, since it’s directly related
to the freedom of decision and bodily autonomy, and thus should be protected
by law (Pro-Choice) and the second one being that the life of the unborn child is
valuable and should be protected at all costs (Pro-Life).

Pro-choice:
Pro-life is the belief that abortion is a human right that should be protected by
law. It is the belief that women should be allowed to have the choice of
terminating a pregnancy since it falls under the right to bodily autonomy and
freedom of decision. It also does not recognise the fetus as life and so therefore
it is not considered murder. However, there are different opinions around the
details and technicalities of it and a debate as to when the foetus is considered
alive.

Some people believe that abortion should be protected under the law but not in
all cases or at all times. For example, New York, has legalised abortion for any
and all reasons (this is called ‘upon request’) and for up to 24 weeks of
pregnancy. In more conservative states abortion is legal only in a few cases
(usually of rape or incest) and only for a specific window of time. In the UK for
example, abortion is legal but only in the case that the mother’s health is at risk,
there are fetal abnormalities and/or the woman is deemed to not able financially
able to support the child. This means that a woman who is pregnant and wishes
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to terminate her pregnancy because she doesn’t feel ready to have a child yet is
allowed an abortion in New York but not in the UK.

The idea that
women should have
the right to decide
when and if they
wish to continue a
pregnancy is the
central idea. They
call upon fundamental human rights as mentioned above, such as bodily
autonomy, privacy and the right of freedom of decision. They believe that the
government should not be the one to decide or force the woman to continue
the pregnancy if she doesn’t wish to, since it is a very personal choice between
her and her doctor. They also do not believe that a specific religion should make
the laws that all women in the country must follow.

Pro-life:
This is the exact opposite idea. This side claims that abortion should not be legal
(or be legal in the limited cases of rape or incest) since life is created from the
moment of conception. They believe that abortion is equivalent to murder since
it is terminating a life, and therefore should not be permitted for any reason.
Abortion medication is also seen as a type of murder. The idea that every life is
valuable and that the government cannot leave such an important decision up
to the individuals is one of the main arguments. Often a reason for this stance is
influenced by religious reasons since they believe that life is a gift from God that
should be protected and that life begins from the moment of conception.

Their stance is that the government
should consider abortion illegal and
charge the one getting an abortion
with murder. This is seen in Texas
where abortion is completely illegal
in any and all cases. The governor
of Texas, Greg Abbot said “Our
creator endowed us with the right
to life and yet millions of children
lose their right to life every year
because of abortion,” which shows
the previously mentioned ideas. His speech references God and the Christian
faith and refers to the fetus as a child, which shows the idea that the fetus is a
life.

https://reproductiverights.org/maps/worlds-abortion-laws/?country=GBR
https://www.texastribune.org/2021/05/18/texas-heartbeat-bill-abortions-law/
https://www.texastribune.org/2021/05/18/texas-heartbeat-bill-abortions-law/
https://www.texastribune.org/2021/05/18/texas-heartbeat-bill-abortions-law/
https://www.texastribune.org/2021/05/18/texas-heartbeat-bill-abortions-law/
https://www.texastribune.org/2021/05/18/texas-heartbeat-bill-abortions-law/
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There are countless reasons for a woman to decide to have an abortion and
countless ways in which governments can restrict it. Looking at more case
studies:
USA: Taking the USA as an example,
where now every state has its own laws
around the topic in light of recent
events. In June of this year, the Supreme
Court overturned the historical
legislation passed in 1973, protecting the
right to abortion across all states, Roe V
Wade. We see these laws vary where
in New York, there are no restrictions
whatsoever, meaning that a woman can
get an abortion for any reason at any
time, and she can also receive public
funding. While in Maine, there are some
restrictions, for example, parental
consent is needed for minors and needs
to be reported, but the right is still protected.

On the contrary, in Texas, abortion is completely illegal even in cases of incest or
rape and the only exception being if there is a medical emergency that threatens
the life of the baby or the mother. Getting or providing an abortion is punishable
by law as a first or second-degree felony and can be charged up to 99 years in
prison or a £10,000 fine.

Australia: Meanwhile, in the rest of the
world but more specifically Australia has
been one of the countries with the least
restrictions. In Australia, abortion is legal for
up to 22 weeks and after that, a doctor
must consider the case. It also protects the
rights of practitioners with conscientious
objection, who are encouraged to share
their thoughts with patients and must

recommend another doctor who agrees to perform the
operation. Counselling referrals are also not mandatory.

Israel also made progress in this area, when recently
they passed a law, granting access to abortion pills in
the national healthcare system and waiving the
previously mandatory procedure of women needing
the approval of a special committee to be granted an
abortion.
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France also changed their gestational
limit from 12 to 14 weeks like Spain
and increased the availability of
abortion medication as well as other
medical procedures with the same
effect. Again, the gestational limit is
far from uniform even in countries
that permit abortions.

Equality and Availability of Healthcare:
There are two other main issues that arise. One being the difference between
the quality and availability of reproductive healthcare in each country, where
this mainly refers to developing countries and people of lower socioeconomic
backgrounds while the other is the question of what makes up holistic
reproductive healthcare.

The first is self-explanatory. Reproductive healthcare is a relatively new field of
medicine (think that contraception came around in the 1960s) and requires lots
of specialised doctors and equipment. This makes it even harder to be
adequately provided for in less
developed countries. It is also
commonly overlooked in
importance in developing
countries -  wrongly so since
proper reproductive health can
help with the issue of
overpopulation in such countries.
It is reported that women of lower
socioeconomic class and of ethnic
minorities do not receive the same quality of reproductive health even in
developed countries. This is for many reasons but mainly because of the
expense of reproductive health.

The second issue is a bit more complicated. Issues such as abortion or
contraception are very controversial. This means that many countries do not
include them in their national reproductive health scheme. For example in
Poland, abortions are illegal and contraception such as Plan B is also illegal.
Postpartum psychological health is also a matter left mainly for the private
sector in many countries.

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/03/01/france-expands-abortion-access-two-key-moves#:~:text=On%20February%2023%2C%20parliament%20voted,to%20more%20invasive%20surgical%20procedures.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4939479/
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Gender-Based Violence:
Worth looking at is also gender-based

violence, since according to the WHO 1 in 3
women have experienced sexual violence
from a partner or not in their lifetime.
Gender-based violence can take the form of
sexual violence, femicide, early marriages
etc. It constitutes a major health concern
since FGM, rape and sexual violence have
several physical and psychological effects
that follow women for the rest of their lives.
Physical consequences may range from
unwanted abortions to STDs while
psychological trauma is very prominent. It is
hard to deal with gender-based violence since it is deeply rooted in misogyny
and some common practices such as FGM, early marriages and sexual violence
are very much normalised in certain cultures.

Major Parties Involved

World Health Organisation(WHO): Quoted directly from their website, WHO
states that “Reproductive health is a state of complete
physical, mental and social well-being”. It has passed a
number of resolutions around the topic, such as the
“Abortion care guidelines”. Resolutions include
guidelines and recommendations based on the latest
scientific discoveries. It can also create policies and
provide countries with research and technical support.
They also monitor and assess health records and trends

worldwide. WHO has a very active role when it comes to reproductive rights,
maternal and reproductive health and abortion care.

OHCHR: It claims that reproductive rights are
related to numerous human rights such as the
right to privacy, the right to health and education.
The Committee of Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (CESCR) and the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) are subcommittees that deal with
reproductive rights in their respective areas. Together they recommend laws
and policies as well as conduct research and share information educating the
public on the matter.
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Center for Reproductive Rights:
“uses the power of law to advance
reproductive rights as fundamental
human rights around the world”. They
are an international legal organisation
advocating reproductive rights and
specialising in the U.S. Constitution and international human rights law.

Human Rights Watch: An NGO that investigates and reports
human rights violations in the world. It writes reports that
shed light on abuses that take place, especially in less
developed countries and it advocates for law changes and
policies, often teaming up with smaller organisations,
businesses and activists. They consider access to legal and
safe abortion a fundamental human right and highlight the

difficulties of ethnic minorities accessing healthcare.

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

UN resolution 2467: This resolution was passed in 2019 and was submitted by
Germany. It tackles the issue of gender-based
violence focusing on improving the quality of
reproductive healthcare for survivors. It
emphasises the importance of the accessibility of
safe abortions. It also states that comprehensive
healthcare must include adequate and accessible
reproductive healthcare. It sheds light on the
inequality in the quality of reproductive healthcare
that generally women of ethnic minorities receive.
However, it received a lot of backlash since the
emphasis on abortions and their importance goes
against national laws of certain countries that allow
abortions as an exception in order to protect the
life of the unborn, for example Poland.

Dobbs V. Jackson Women’s Health
Organisation: In 2022 the US Supreme Court
overturns Roe V Wade, leaving abortion laws up
to the states. Abortion and reproductive
healthcare is severely restricted in many states
due to that. Abortion as a result is fully banned
without any exceptions in 13 states and completely legal in only 12 states.

https://reproductiverights.org/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/womens-rights/reproductive-rights-and-abortion
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/landmark-un-security-council-resolution-2467-2019-strengthens-justice-and-accountability-and-calls-for-a-survivor-centered-approach-in-the-prevention-and-response-to-conflict-related-sexual-violence/%20-%20:~:text=Crucially%2C%20resolution%202467%20affirms%20that,negotiations%20of%20peace%20agreements%20and
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However, abortion is not the only thing affected by this. This mainly affects
women of lower socioeconomic class, who don’t have
the resources to travel to a state with legal and safe
abortions. Under the new law, the right to safe abortion
tangles by a string and is not guaranteed by the
constitution or any other legislation anymore. This has of
course received a lot of criticism, since it is accused of
violating the right to privacy and bodily autonomy.
Access to Plan B (morning-after pill) is also restricted in
many states and many politicians are discussing
enforcing limitations on IUDs and other forms of
contraception as well.

Action Plan for Sexual and Reproductive Health: The WHO in Europe
published in 2016 includes objectives and measures to improve reproductive
healthcare for all by 2030.

Their 3 main objectives are: increasing information about sexual and
reproductive health so people can make more informed decisions, ensuring high
standards of reproductive healthcare and guaranteeing unbiased access to it as
well. 

This will be achieved by a
number of suggestions in the
report. Some include the right
to privacy, confidentiality and
informed decision-making
when receiving reproductive
and sexual healthcare, to be
protected under the law. It also
suggests strengthening
legislation against child
marriage and ethnic bias when
receiving said healthcare. It
highlights the importance of
improving reproductive
healthcare targeted specifically to adolescence and states the insufficient
evidence and adaptations of health centres to provide teens with high-quality
care.
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Possible Solutions 
● It is vital to have uniformity of laws regarding female reproductive

healthcare. Thus, it is important to consider ways to establish an
international framework that provides access to medical procedures and
products for all women across the globe..

● It is worth considering developing member states and finding ways to
improve the quality of reproductive healthcare that they offer. This could
be done by possibly increasing the specialised medical personnel in
developing regions through vocational residences.

● It is vital to find ways to educate the population when it comes to their
reproductive rights in order to improve awareness and their ability to voice
their opinions.

Media Recommendations:
If one wishes to explore the subject in further detail, we recommend
familiarising oneself with the following media:

i. “Beyond the Abortion Wars: A Way Forward for a New
Generation” – a book by Charles Christopher Camosy;

ii. “The War On Choice” – a book by Gloria Feldt;
iii. “Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness”- a short film;
iv. “The Janes” – a documentary by HBO;
v. “Reversing Roe” on Netflix – a documentary about the abortion

law in the USA.

Sources
https://www.ohchr.org/en/search?query=reproductive+rights
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/human-rights-act/article-2-right-life
 https://reproductiverights.org 
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/statement/2022/06/statement-re
productive-rights-are-womens-rights-and-human-rights

https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/glossary

https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/shalev.htm

https://www.ohchr.org/en/search?query=reproductive+rights
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/human-rights-act/article-2-right-life
https://reproductiverights.org/
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/statement/2022/06/statement-reproductive-rights-are-womens-rights-and-human-rights
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/statement/2022/06/statement-reproductive-rights-are-womens-rights-and-human-rights
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/glossary
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/shalev.htm
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Topic 3: The question of the copywriting of medical
products

Introduction

Copyright is a form of Intellectual Property (IP) protection that
offers public recognition and financial gain to the creator of a
certain product. It protects the expression of the idea rather than
the idea itself.                           

Copyright laws are established to protect the owner of the original expression as
well as to encourage the development of new innovations in science. It protects
the owner of the idea by providing them with a financial benefit and public
acknowledgement of their work. Copyright recognises the economic and moral
rights of the owner, however, in many countries, moral rights are overlooked. 

When we talk about the
copyright of medical products
we refer to documents and
processes. Vaccines, medicine
and medical devices are all
protected by copyright and
patent laws, to prevent a
competitor company from
stealing the idea or the formula.
This is particularly important in
the medical field since the
development and research

behind a product is perhaps the most important step. It is time-consuming and
extremely costly, so patent and copyright laws mainly cover the formula for
medicine and vaccines. They can also be tools used in clinical assessment such
as devices but also their data. Intellectual Property (IP) laws usually apply from
the idea to the marketing of a device. Copyright however is only applicable
once the idea has some form of tangible expression. In terms of medical
devices, copyright is more commonly used by companies to protect software
codes, user manuals, operating protocols and marketing materials. 

Besides the importance of copyright laws, there is no unified international
copyright law. There is however a World Intellectual Property Organisation
(WIPO). The gaps that exist between the different laws of different countries
and the fact that most treaties around the topic are not signed by all member
states, can be exploited to breach IP laws. 
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Breaches of copyright laws can act as grounds for legal prosecution since they
may be considered a criminal offence.

Definition of Key Terms 

Copyright: As defined by the WIPO, it is a legal term to define the legal right of
the creator over their literary or artistic work which only protects the expression
of the idea rather than the idea itself.

Intellectual Property (IP): The creations of the mind that can include literary and
artistic works, designs and symbols, names or images. Copyright, patents and
trademarks are examples of IP protection which earn recognition and financial
gain to the creator
Patent: it is an exclusive legal right for an invention, product or process, to be
sold.

Trademark: A specific mark on a product that signifies the company and
distinguishes your products from competitors.

Public Domain: No longer protected by copyright meaning that the copyright
has expired or the product does not fall under the categories protected by
copyright laws.

Digital Health: A concept used to describe the use of technological devices in
medical and healthcare-related issues.

Patent pooling: Can be defined as an agreement between two or more patent
owners to licence one or more of their patents to one another or to third parties.

General Overview

As stated above, copyright is established for the recognition and financial gain of
the original creator and covers economic and moral benefits. The existence of
such laws is left completely up to each individual country to be handled in terms
of the duration of copyright and definitions of public domain. Copyright laws
aim to balance the interests of the inventor and creators with the ones of the
general public.

Economic or exploitation rights that are guaranteed under copyright, recognize
the right to authorise or prohibit the use and work as well as the condition of the
use of their product. Economic rights can include the right to reproduction of a
product, distribution, transformation or communication with the public about a
certain product. Moral rights refer to the right to be identified as an author or
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creator of a certain product, the right to
integrity and the right to the first
declaration of the work. Limitations and
exceptions in such laws are stated in the
Berne Convention but vary largely
between countries. The only tools that
exist on an international level are
conventions and internationally
agreed-upon definitions that are
included in member states’ laws.
Moreover, most treaties and
conventions are signed in the 1990s and

are ratified occasionally, although digital health and medical products and
research are advancing rapidly and are more prominent than ever.

Medical products are usually protected under a combination of different IP and
copyright rights to cover the different aspects of a product. A patent is very
commonly used to protect the inventor and give them the right to choose how
and who can use and sell their invention in exchange for publicity and/or
financial benefits. However, it is often not used since obtaining a patent can be a
difficult and time-consuming process. Not every aspect of a medical device is
applicable under
copyright. For
example, if a feature
of the product
serves a medical
purpose or
practicality which
also happens to be
an artistic feature of the device, then it is not covered under copyright, since its
purpose is medical practicality rather than aesthetic. This means that another
company can create a product that serves the same purpose and has that
specific feature to increase efficiency or effectiveness. Another example can be
a software of a product that is protected by patent, in order to prevent user
interface and exterior configuration. 

The covid-19 vaccines are a very nice example. Normally vaccines are patented,
meaning that they are protected against being copied. However, due to the
urgency of the issue, the patent for Covid-19 vaccines has been waived,
meaning that companies need to share their formula which can be freely copied.
This was requested by some developing countries that don’t have the resources
to produce the vaccine or the research to the World Trade Organisation (WTO).
It’s important to note here, that the most expensive and difficult part of the
production of a medical product, is the research and development behind it
rather than the actual cost of production. As foreseen, this has received a lot of
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criticism from the EU, the UK and the
US, claiming that even if the formula is
provided, some countries still won’t
have the resources or the knowledge
to produce the vaccine. There is a fear
that this waiver will jeopardise the
quality, safety and efficiency of the
vaccines, which are some of the
reasons why we need IP protection.
The UK encouraged voluntary
licensing, which is the collaboration
between companies to share information. For example, the Serum Institute in
India has collaborated with AstraZeneca and they call upon the WTO to oversee
the procedure.

Major Parties Involved

World Trade Organisation (WTO): an
international organisation that is
responsible for ensuring smooth and
fair trade between countries. It
encourages free trade and manages
international rules and regulations.
See TRIPS below, as one of the examples of their work around IP protection.

WIPO: The global forum for intellectual property
services, policy information and cooperation. It Is
a self-funding agency under the United Nations
with 193 member states. It aims to enable
creativity and innovation in science and arts to
lead to development and create effective and
efficient IP systems.

WIPO Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) for IP Offices and Courts: WIPO
Arbitration Centre collaborates with IP offices of member states to raise
awareness of the advantages of ADR to resolve issues of IP and technology
disputes.

Medtronic: The largest company for medical devices in the world. It operates
according to the DMCA and has created the
Medtronic Agent that responds to people who
claim copyright of the material on the Medtronic
website of application.

https://www.wto.org/index.htm
https://www.wipo.int/about-wipo/en/
https://www.wipo.int/amc/en/center/specific-sectors/ipoffices/
https://www.wipo.int/amc/en/center/specific-sectors/ipoffices/
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Digital Law Centre (DLC):
The DLC is a centre
operating under the
University of Geneva that is
dedicated to research and
training in digital law. It has
a specific section with
multiple publications and
research dedicated to IP
protection. It cooperates with many NGOs and institutions for a number of
projects regarding copyright, IP and digital law and is a member of the
international Internet and Society research centres, the Network of Centers.

UNIFAB: the French centre to defend IP
protection. It supports and works with
creators and inventors whose products are
being counterfeited. It works with a number
of EU media and organises events to inform
and support its members. It sets Legal and
Technical Commissions and conferences
and edits publications to support its
members. Lastly, it raises awareness on
improving IP protection and industrial
property on a European and international
level.

Medicines Patent Pool (MPP): The MPP is an NGO that aims to increase access
to affordable medical treatments and health technologies in developing
countries. It does that by facilitating the development of medicines and
innovative medical products. It works around voluntary licensing and patent
pooling and works with a number of partners to licence medicine in developing
countries.

→ A list of NGOs whose work relates to medical products and IP protection can
be found on the WIPO website here:
https://www.wipo.int/members/en/organizations.jsp?type=NGO
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Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue
EU 2001 Directive on Copyright in the Information Society: It aimed to create
uniformity in laws regarding reproduction, distribution and technical protection
measures and rights in management systems while promoting legal
developments. Most limitations and exceptions mentioned are optional and
purely suggestive to member states.

Digital Millennium Copyright Act
(DMCA) - USA: Extended in 2015 by
the Congress in the USA, issuing
expanded access to medical
computer products and their patient
data. They allow IP holders to install
TPMs to block unauthorised
inspection of data to protect from
copyright.

Universal Copyright Convention:
Under the authority of UNESCO in
1952, that recognised copyright as a
human right and encouraged the
international circulation of scientific
work. It also established the iconic c
symbol.

Berne Convention: Signed by 180 countries in 1886 and having been revised
many times, it is the oldest and most important treaty signed on the topic. It
states the types of work protected under copyright laws, the duration of
copyright and the exceptions and limitations. It determines the basic and
minimum protection and special provisions for developing countries.

https://www.dmca.com/
https://www.dmca.com/
https://en.unesco.org/courier/news-views-online/universal-copyright-convention
https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/berne/summary_berne.html
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The Agreement of Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS): Administered by the WHO and signed in 1996, includes a number of
different provisions for IP enforcement laws. Importantly states that “national
laws have to make the effective enforcement of IP rights possible”. It recognises
the need for a balanced system between IP and trade. Signed by 164 parties.

WIPO copyright treaty: A special agreement under the Berne Convention that
deals with the protection of work in digital work. It deals with copyright for
computer programs and databases, signed by 193 states.

Possible Solutions 
● more specialised treaties could be introduced for medical devices;
● existing treaties could be updated, emphasising the punishments for

breaching the rules;
● uniform schemes could be encouraged and uniform laws in member states

through a legally binding agreement highlighting all the laws and regulations
in place;

● working with hospitals, universities and companies that create medical
products to promote collaboration and discussion could be encouraged;

● lessons on respecting IP in the already existing ethics classes could be
introduced.

Research Report | Page 27 of 28

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/trips_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/trips_e.htm
https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/wct/summary_wct.html


Mediterranean Model United Nations XVIII

Sources

https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-04462-6_9 
https://yourstory.com/mystory/3286f12c22-what-are-the-copyright-issues-an
d-how-to-avoid-those-problems-/amp 
https://www.hse.gov.uk/copyright.htm 
https://cyber.harvard.edu/people/tfisher/IP/International_Framework.pdf 
https://digital.nhs.uk/services/national-clinical-content-repository-copyright-li
censing-service 
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-04462-6_9 
https://www.copyright.com.au/copyright-licence-medical-device-companies/ 
https://www.rightsdirect.com/international-copyright-basics/ 
https://www.mddionline.com/news/which-type-ip-protection-right-your-med
ical-device 
https://www.copyright.com.au/copyright-licence-medical-device-companies/ 
https://www.cmhealthlaw.com/2016/01/u-s-copyright-office-authorizes-new-
access-to-medical-device-programs-and-data-under-digital-millennium-copy
right-act/

https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-04462-6_9
https://yourstory.com/mystory/3286f12c22-what-are-the-copyright-issues-and-how-to-avoid-those-problems-/amp
https://yourstory.com/mystory/3286f12c22-what-are-the-copyright-issues-and-how-to-avoid-those-problems-/amp
https://www.hse.gov.uk/copyright.htm
https://cyber.harvard.edu/people/tfisher/IP/International_Framework.pdf
https://digital.nhs.uk/services/national-clinical-content-repository-copyright-licensing-service
https://digital.nhs.uk/services/national-clinical-content-repository-copyright-licensing-service
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-04462-6_9
https://www.copyright.com.au/copyright-licence-medical-device-companies/
https://www.rightsdirect.com/international-copyright-basics/
https://www.mddionline.com/news/which-type-ip-protection-right-your-medical-device
https://www.mddionline.com/news/which-type-ip-protection-right-your-medical-device
https://www.copyright.com.au/copyright-licence-medical-device-companies/
https://www.cmhealthlaw.com/2016/01/u-s-copyright-office-authorizes-new-access-to-medical-device-programs-and-data-under-digital-millennium-copyright-act/
https://www.cmhealthlaw.com/2016/01/u-s-copyright-office-authorizes-new-access-to-medical-device-programs-and-data-under-digital-millennium-copyright-act/
https://www.cmhealthlaw.com/2016/01/u-s-copyright-office-authorizes-new-access-to-medical-device-programs-and-data-under-digital-millennium-copyright-act/

