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Welcome to MEDIMUN 
Welcome to MEDIMUN, the Mediterranean Model United Nations! 

This guide will help you acquire the knowledge and develop the skills to 

become an able delegate. 

 

Model United Nations (or MUN) conferences are simulations of the United 

Nations for students and every year a large number of such programmes take 

place around the globe. Some conferences are directed at high school 

students while others are for university/college level. In either case, students 

are guided by teachers known as MUN Directors. Directors are responsible for 

training and leading their delegation of students. During such conferences, 

students become delegates, and act as representatives of the UN Member 

State that has been allocated to them. It is a delegate’s responsibility to: 

1. Adopt the political stances and cultural attitudes of the country 

s/he is representing and also that of its political leaders; 

2. Form a written document with his/her own ideas, providing the 

best solutions to the given topics that the delegate can possibly 

think of; 

3. Participate in debates in a diplomatic fashion. 

 

With the appropriate research, students are able to write resolutions 

(documents providing solutions to international issues, similar to those 

produced by the committees of the UN) about the topics in the agenda. 

Debates take place in a formal manner according to the Parliamentary 

Procedure used in the actual UN. 
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What is to be gained through participation? 
Through the conference proceedings, students gain skills and experience that 

will prepare them for university and adult life. They learn to view issues 

from different perspectives and to respect cultural diversity as they discover 

more about cultures and beliefs other than their own. They attempt to find 

solutions to issues facing the world today and thus become aware of the need 

to build a common future for the peoples of the world, whilst gaining in-

depth understanding of how the UN is run. Last but not least, MEDIMUN is an 

opportunity to meet new people and create lifelong friendships. Although a 

lot of hard work is necessary, participants always remember MUN conferences 

as worthwhile and enjoyable experiences. 
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Dress Code 
As a simulation of the United Nations, MEDIMUN has a strictly formal dress 

code for all participants. Delegates are expected to adhere to the following 

guidelines: 

Girls 

 Formal suit or; 

 Smart separates such as a blazer or jacket with either skirt or trousers 

or; 

 Dress. 

(Miniskirts, exceptionally high-heeled shoes and excessive make-up 

are considered inappropriate attire) 

Boys 

 Formal suit, shirt and tie or; 

 Blazer or jacket, shirt and tie with formal trousers; 

 Boys should be clean shaven at all times. 

 

Clothing, jewellery, and accessories should not be distracting, 

inappropriate or offensive. For both girls and boys this includes, but is not 

limited to: 

 Team accessories such as scarves, hats and badges 

 Sports shoes and denim clothing 

 National costume or military attire 

 Excessive facial piercings 

 

Personalised badges will be provided for all participants and no delegate will 

be allowed into the conference without one. Badges will be issued to MUN 

Directors during registration. Presentation of a badge also entitles each 

participant to lunch during the conference, as well as refreshments during 

breaks. 

Replacement of a lost badge costs €10. 
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General Vocabulary 
Delegation: A group of delegates representing an organisation or a country. 

Delegate: A person who is chosen or elected to represent the views of a group of 

people. S/he is part of a delegation. E.g. The Delegate of France… 

General Assembly: The General Assembly (GA) is a group of specifically defined 

committees which has a major role in discussion and decision making within the 

U.N. body. These committees are made up of delegations representing each UN 

Member State and can thus be thought of being the UN’s ‘parliament’. 

Security Council: Consists of 5 permanent members (France, China, The United 

States, The United Kingdom and Russia) and 10 rotating temporary members. The 

S.C. deals mainly with peacekeeping operations, and is the only body of the U.N. 

that is able to take military action. 

Chairperson: Also referred to as “the Chair”. This is the person in charge of the 

committee. S/he makes the decisions that affect the course of the debate. (e.g. how 

much debating time). No delegate can argue with the Chair as the Chair’s decision 

is final. 

House: All delegates present in the Committee room, except the Chairpersons. 

Student Officer: A person with a controlling function; S/he needs to make sure the 

debating process is working properly. In MEDIMUN the Student Officer Team 

consists of the Secretary General, the Deputy Secretary General, The President of 

the General Assembly and the Chairpersons. 

Administration Staff: Have a logistic function; the Admin Staff print approved 

resolutions, photocopy prioritised ones and finally distribute resolutions to the 

appropriate forums. Additionally, they screen notes, control entry into committee 

rooms and assist the chairperson during voting procedures. 

Research Report: A research report, also known as a subject booklet, is a 

document compiled by the chairs of a committee that aims to provide participants 

with basic information on the issues to be debated by the committee 

Position Paper: A position paper, also called a policy statement, is a document 

that provides a concise outline of a delegation’s stance on the topics on the 

conference agenda. 

Resolution: It is a formal document of decisions and actions to be taken, agreed to 

by a committee or a council, by means of a voting procedure. 
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Issue/Question of: The proposal for debate which will eventually be voted upon. It 

demonstrates the reason for which the resolution is written and aims to explain the 

aspects of the topic at hand. 

Lobbying: The time during which delegates meet in order to influence and 

persuade other delegates to cooperate, with the aim of forming a final resolution. 

Merging: Several delegates combining their draft resolutions together to form a 

more comprehensive, solid and popular final resolution to be approved. i.e. You 

lobby in order to merge several resolutions together. Often the two terms are 

referred to as Lobbying & Merging. 

Approval Panel: The panel corrects the language of draft resolutions to make it 

suitable for debate. The Approval Panel approves or rejects resolutions, either 

making the appropriate corrections or asking the delegate who submitted it to 

correct and re-register it. It consists of experienced MUN Directors. 

Main Submitter: The delegate who puts forward a set of solutions to the issues of 

the committee in the form of a resolution. For each resolution there is one main 

submitter, who assumes he responsibility of handing in the draft resolution for 

review and usually gets the first defence speech. 

Co-Submitter: A delegate who has participated in the writing of a resolution to a 

lesser extent than the main submitter but has still had a significant input. 

Co-Submitter Sheet: All delegates who support the resolution sign the co-

submitter sheet, which also has the signatures of the main submitter and the co-

submitter(s), as well as the chairs’ signatures. This sheet must be submitted with the 

resolution before it undergoes review. 

Amendment: A change in the resolution while it is being debated. This is achieved 

through a series of procedures explained in parliamentary procedure. 

To have the floor: To have been given the right to speak in debate. 

Yield: The act of handing over your right to speak to the chair or to another 

delegate. 

Point: A point is a question raised by a delegate during the debating procedure. It 

can be directed at another delegate regarding his remarks, or it can be question on 

procedure 

Abstain: During voting, delegates neither supporting nor being against a 

resolution can abstain, that is not express an opinion 
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The MEDIMUN Forums 
MEDIMUN. consists of four General Assembly committees, the Security Council, the 

Historical Security Council and the Special Event. The specific role of each of the above 

committees is outlined below with the purpose of helping delegates understand the 

exact function they are expected to fulfil in the committee in which they are 

participating. 

GA 1 – Disarmament and International Security 
GA 1 aims for international peace and stability. The idea of disarmament is central to 

the work of the committee, and is thus dealt with extensively, being intertwined with 

almost all of the issues discussed. Significant areas of conflict or instability are 

examined in detail, with nuclear and chemical warfare, terrorism, and the arms race, 

also being featured topics in GA 1. 

GA 2 – Environment, Financial and Economic 
The second GA committee focuses on the connection between the protection of the 

environment and levels of economic development, searching for ways to make 

economic development more environmentally sustainable. GA 2 also highlights the 

impact that environmental degradation has on human economic activity, and vice 

versa. The committee will also focus on the overall protection of the world climate, 

including the control of harmful practices. Other issues will involve the way in which 

financial pressures affect environmental and social development, and the various 

economic problems concerning the world today. 

GA 3 – Social, Humanitarian and Cultural 
This committee deals with social issues and all areas of human rights. These include the 

promotion and protection of the rights of children, the advancement of women, the 

right to self-determination, migration, education, HIV-AIDS and discrimination. 

Emphasis is put on the importance of equal opportunity for all, and on the prevention 

and protection from human rights abuses of all kinds. The committee ultimately aims 

to improve living standards for all of the world's peoples. 

GA 4 – Legal 

The fourth GA committee simulates the work of the UN General Assembly’s Sixth 

Committee, which deals with legal issues. This committee will deal with issues of 

application of international law and suggest improvements to existing international 

legislation, so as to facilitate the resolution of important world issues. In addition, the 

committee also scrutinises the work of the UN’s bodies and agencies from a legal point 

of view so as to determine the compliance of the UN’s operations with international 

law. 
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Security Council (SC) 
The Council's main purpose is to maintain international peace and 

security in accordance with the principles of the United Nations. It thus investigates any 

dispute or situation that could lead to international conflict. On determining the 

existence of a threat to peace or an act of aggression, the council will recommend what 

sort of action should be taken. This could entail taking military action against an 

aggressor, or calling on Member States to apply measures which do not involve force, 

such as economic sanctions. The Council's other major function is to formulate plans 

for the establishment of a system to regulate armaments. It is the action-taking body of 

the United Nations. 

 

Historical Security Council (HSC) 

The Historical Security Council is a new addition to the MEDIMUN family of committees 

and serves the very special function of looking at past crises dealt by the UN’s Security 

Council with the aim of producing alternative outcomes, while operating using the 

exact same procedure as the Security Council. The HSC will simulate a certain year in 

the history of the United Nations and will discuss all issues which troubled the world 

during that year. 

 

Special Event (SE) 

Ahead of MEDIMUN’s third Annual Session, in an effort to further enrich the content of 

the conference, the Special Event was introduced. This is a specialised, small committee 

that annually changes its theme. Its aim is to introduce a different perspective on 

international relations and politics through a very unique MUN committee that 

genuinely challenges its participants. Its debates vary significantly to those of the 

General Assembly committees. No formal resolutions are produced as delegates are 

expected to spontaneously react to crises relating to real world problems. 
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Preparation before the Conference 
In order for participants to enjoy the conference and make of the most of the 

experience, it is necessary that they prepare themselves adequately before the start 

of the conference. 

Most of the time delegates spend preparing for the conference will entail doing 

research. In order to be fully prepared, delegates must: 

Research the Country they are representing 

 

Research all issues in their committee with respect to their 

country 
 

Carrying out your research 
As far as MEDIMUN research is concerned, the internet can provide every kind of 

information a delegates will possibly require in his preparation ahead of the 

conference. A delegate is however free to carry out his research in whichever way 

he finds comfortable. 

When searching for previous resolutions and existing international legislation, the 

UN website is the ideal place to go, as the UN keeps records of all official 

documentation that date back to the days of the League of Nations. 

If you are using a smartphone, you can easily download a collection of MUN apps, 

which are proving very popular with MUN participants, as they offer a collection of 

treaties, conventions, resolutions and fact files on member states all in one place. 

 

Researching a country 
The following aspects are particularly important in the research that 

delegates should carry out on their respective countries. 

Political Structure: 

 Origin of Political Structures 

o Largest political Parties and their influence to the public. 

o Percentage of voters that support the largest parties 

 Constitution and Government 

o Find out if it is a monarchy, a democracy, a dictatorship or a military 

junta. 

o Find out about the current ruling parties 

o Find out about the head of state and his political background 

 Stability and Policy of Present Government 

o Does the country have a history of many coups? 

o How did the current government come to power? 

o There might be policies of media and public intimidation. 

o The military might control and direct the actions of the government

http://www.un.org/en/index.html
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Cultural Factors: 

 Ethnic Groups 

o Which ethnic groups make up this country? 

o What are the percentages of each group? 

o Are there any religious barriers/divisions? 

o Are there any geographical divisions? 

o Is there a history of conflict? 

 Religions 

o What are the religions of this country? 

o Percentages? 

o Why are some religions stronger than others? 

o Is the state a religious state? 

o If yes, how does this impact on minority religious groups? 

 Cultural History 

o Has this country been colonised? 

o If so, what is its colonial history? 

o How have its borders changed over the years? 

o Have there been any shifts in the ethnic-religious composition of the 

country? 

o What languages are spoken and which is the official language? 

 

Geography: 

 Any bordering countries 

 Find out if they are friendly neighbours or in dispute 

 Topography 

 Unresolved border disputes 

 Geopolitical considerations e.g. control of shipping routes, natural resources 

 Climatic characteristics that may aid or hamper development 

 

Economy 

Remember that economic power is often linked to military power 

 Monetary System 

 Dependency and Debt 

 Does this country owe money to other countries? 

 Membership of Economic and Trade Organisations (e.g. OPEC) 

 Natural Resources 

o Basic commodities produced 

o Consider how effectively the resources have been exploited. 

o Are they finite sources? Non-renewable or renewable? 

 Trade Agreements 

 Consider what the country’s main exports/imports are. 
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 Degree of self-sufficiency in terms of capital and resources 

 How much foreign investment is there in the country in order to exploit these 

resources? 

 Is the country aid-dependent? 

 

Defence: 

 Military Structure 

 Percentage of annual government budget spent on military? 

 Number of people in the armed forces 

 Ownership of nuclear weaponry 

 Dependency on other nations 

 Find out about the strength of neighbouring countries and compare. 

 Membership of military alliances 

 Consider if there are any ongoing disputes or tensions with neighbouring countries 

or other. 

 

Views on world problems: 

 Role and influence in the world 

 Membership of blocs and Geo-political groupings 

 The country’s major allies and enemies 

 

History 

Researching a country’s recent history will help delegates understand the stance that its 

government may take towards other nation and the reasons why 

 General historical information 

 Recent history 

 General stance during past world crises (conciliatory, aggressive, neutral etc.) 
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Useful websites 

 The CIA World Fact Book: Offers facts on several aspects which characterise a 

nation, like people, government or geography 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 

 United Nations: The United Nations website offers a library of official UN 

documentation, as well as details on the work of the UN around the world 

http://www.un.org/en/index.html 

 Permanent Missions to the UN: Each UN member state has a portal detailing the 

work of its permanent mission to the UN. These portals can provide you with an 

overview of your country’s policy on issues discussed by the UN 

http://www.un.org/en/member-states/index.html 

 BBC country profiles: The BBC offers fact files on every single country in the world 

containing facts and figures, as well as recent events of note which happened in 

the country 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/country_profiles/default.stm 

 MUN Apps: If you are a fan of mobile apps, there are some quite good ones available for 

MUNers. The best ones allow you to carry your country research in your pocket! Follow 

this link for a list of suggested apps:  

www.bestdelegate.com/4-useful-apps-for-model-un-students 

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://www.un.org/en/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/member-states/index.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://www.bestdelegate.com/4-useful-apps-for-model-un-students
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Note: 

When it comes to researching a country, it is suggested that members of a delegation split up the 

workload, so that each member investigates some of the topics mentioned above. This way each 

delegate can maintain detailed and in depth knowledge about the themes that are most relevant to 

the issues they will be writing resolutions about. Group presentations could then take place in order 

to fully familiarise everyone with the country they are representing. 

 

By the end of the researching process a delegate must be able to 

answer the following questions regarding their country: 

1. Does the government have a parliament consisting of 

democratically elected members? 

2. What party does the president belong to? Left wing, centre or right 

wing? 

3. How tolerant is the government towards ethnic minorities? 

4. How big a role does religion play in the government? 

5. How big a role does the military play in the government? 

6. Which countries share similar beliefs and are hence potential 

allies? 

7. What are its relations with the current world super-powers? 

8. What are the country’s diplomatic relations with its neighbours 

like? What tensions may there be? 

9. What are the country’s main exports? Which countries import 

them? 

10. What are the country’s main imports and where do they come 

from? 

11. Is the country a member of NATO or any other alliance? 

12. Has it signed and/or ratified international agreements relating to 

the issues (i.e. the Kyoto Protocol or the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

treaty)? 

13. Does the country have any historical enemies? 

14. Is the country directly interested or affected by any of the issues 

that will be discussed in the committees? 

15. Are the countries neighbours or allies directly affected by any of 

the issues that will be discussed in the committees? 

16. Does the country have any particular strong beliefs for or against a 

particular issue? 

17. Potential resolution co-submitters? 
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Researching an issue 
Participants are strongly advised to keep tabs on developments in world affairs, 

and they should read about the historical and geopolitical background to the 

issues they are researching. 

Studying UN resolutions, reports and documents relating to these issues and 

trying to exhaust every source of information possible is highly recommended 

as it will give participants an even greater insight into the way MEDIMUN. 

works. 

In order to aid participants with their research, committee chairs will provide 

delegates with research reports, which will offer delegates the very basic facts 

and figures on the topics of their committee, as well as some basic guidance on 

formulating their countries policy on the issues on the agenda. It must be 

noted though that research reports are not intended to do a delegate’s 

research for them, but must rather be seen as a starting point for one’s 

research. A well-prepared delegate should have completed his own 

independent research. 

Below you can find a general outline of the research process, as well as 

research questions on exemplar issues will be analysed. These issues are merely 

examples but they should be enough to show how to analyse an issue. 

 

General guidance 

 Highlight key words of the issue and ensure all terms are fully 

understood 

 Read the research report produced by your committee chairs in order to 

get guidelines on researching your committee’s issues. 

 Search for the most recent developments around the issue 

 Search for any relevant documentation (UN resolutions, treaties) 

 Search for any conferences or forums currently discussing the issue at 

hand 

 Determine your delegation’s stance on the issue 

 

Examples 

Example 1: An issue relating to a dispute between two countries. 

“Violent Separatism in Georgia” 

 Find out about the recent history of Georgia 

 It used to be a member of the Soviet Union. 

 After its collapse a peaceful revolution came about. 

 In the early 1990s there was a war and two regions, 

 South Ossetia and Abkhazia declared independence. 

 It is very helpful to make a list of notes about the history of a conflict. 

The more the delegate knows about the history of the topic at hand the 

better equipped s/he will be to debate effectively. 
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 In this case, a delegate would have to find out about the numbers of 

displaced persons from the dispute area, the details of particular 

treaties, the number of peacekeepers in the regions and when the last 

serious clash between the regions took place after the war. 

 Download a map and take notes on it. The nature of the issue will 

become clearer in the minds of the delegates if they do that. 

 Follow the day-to-day headlines for recent developments. 

 Read the latest UN resolutions about this particular issue. 

 Read biased sources from nationalist websites and media articles from 

both sides. There is nothing better than understanding how the locals 

think. Actions and reactions are often based not on the true reality but on 

what it seems to be the reality. 

 In what way are world superpowers involved in the dispute? 

 Which are the potential allies or sympathetic countries to each of the 

sides? 

 Is the current government in favour of a peaceful settlement or in favour 

of a violent conflict? And how popular are the government’s policies? 

 

Example 2: An issue of environmental concern 

“Prohibition of dumping of radioactive and toxic waste” 

 Find out what radioactive and toxic waste are, and why they are harmful. 

 Find out who is responsible, what they are dumping, where they are 

dumping it, and why they are dumping it. 

 What are the geopolitical issues behind this? 

 The dumping of over 3,500 tonnes of toxic waste at Koko, a town 

in Delta State, Nigeria from Italy in 1988 

 Find out which International bodies exist that deal with the dumping of 

waste. 

 What previous actions have been taken by these bodies to do with this 

problem and their degree of success or failure. 

 After toxic waste was dumped in Koko, the United Nations 

Environment Programme, UNEP, set up a centre for the handling 

of waste, especially hazardous waste, at the University of Ibadan 

in Nigeria 

 Find out your country’s role in this problem. 

 Is your country a well-known dumper or are other countries using it as a 

dump? 

 If there is no official country policy on an issue like this, try to infer a 

possible policy from what you already know about your country. 
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Useful websites 

 BBC news: BBC news will help you keep tabs on the issues of your 

committee with some reasonably objective coverage 

http://www.bbc.com/news 

 UN News Centre: The UN’s News Centre reports daily on the UN’s 

activity all over the world 

http://www.un.org/News/ 

 

 Global Policy Forum: Promoting itself as a ‘global policy watchdog’, the 

Global Policy Forum will help you keep track of the UN’s actions, as well 

as helping you find out about the main parties involved in world issues 

and their policies 

https://www.globalpolicy.org/ 

 UN Documents: The UN’s document depository contains every single 

document the UN and related bodies have produced since the UN’s 

foundation. 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/index.html 

http://www.bbc.com/news
http://www.un.org/News/
https://www.globalpolicy.org/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/index.html
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The Country’s Policy 
After completing their research on both their country and the issues in their 

committee, delegates have to try to decide on the stance they will adopt 

during debate on the issues on the agenda. Even where policy statements on 

the specific issues are available from the country concerned, simply becoming 

familiar with them is not sufficient for active participation in MEDIMUN. 

Delegates should be able to take the initiative (with the knowledge he/she has 

acquired through research) to form a policy for his/her country, and it should 

be flexible enough to adapt to new situations which may arise before or during 

the conference. A “wait and-see” policy is not advisable since organisation and 

preparation from beforehand is essential in order to get the most out of the 

M.U.N. experience. An element of creativity is also necessary, although it is not 

normally available to professional diplomats. One should use his/her 

imagination to achieve a breakthrough and take initiatives, but also be careful 

not to jeopardise or sacrifice the country’s legitimate interests in one’s 

attempts to show originality. 

The delegate’s national policy should be the framework based on which s/he 

operates during the conference. It is suggested that the student makes a list 

of the most important policies of his/her country. This may also include 

possible allies on given issues. This should be done to make communication 

between the delegates at the conference easier as one would know the outline 

of the other’s aims. As a final piece of summarised advice: 

STICK TO YOUR COUNTRY’S POLICY! 
Some countries do not have a well-defined policy on specific issues. In such 

cases delegates must make assumptions based on the politics and history (e.g. 

if the country was a colony) of the country. 
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Position papers 
Once delegates have completed their research, they will have to put all their 

work together in a position paper. Position papers, otherwise known as policy 

statements, were introduced in MEDIMUN’s eleventh annual session in order to 

help delegates to record and understand their delegation’s policy in full. 

Delegates participating in the General Assembly, as well as the Security Council, 

will have to produce a position paper which will include the delegation’s stance 

on each one of the topics on the committee’s agenda. For each topic, 

delegates should write a minimum of 50 and a maximum of 120 words. In total, 

delegates should write more than 180 words and are advised not to write over 

350 words. 

Delegates should make sure that position papers are their own work in their 

entirety, and that these are sent to their chairs by the specified deadline, which 

will be approximately be set to a date one month before the conference. 

Chairs will neither grade nor mark the position papers, but it is possible that 

they will provide delegates feedback on the content of their submissions. 

Delegates are reminded that they should submit their position papers using 

the official MEDIMUN template which will be provided by committee chairs. 
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Preparation before the conference 
Checklist 

 
Researching a country 

 Consider Geography 

 Consider Economy 

 Consider Natural Resources 

 Consider Military Strength 

 Consider views on world problems 

 Consider History 

 STICK TO YOUR COUNTRY’S POLICY 
 Consider possible allies and friends 

Researching an issue 

 Research all the issues in your committee. 

 Take short notes of facts and details about the issues. 

 Get in the shoes of each side. 

 Read and evaluate sources. 

 Which countries are most likely to be supportive of an issue and 
which not? 

 Try to find out your possible allies for the issues. 
Position Papers 

 Outline your country’s stance on all the issues in your 
committee 

 Stay within the specified word limits 

 Submit your position papers by the deadline set 
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Resolution Writing 
Once the research part is complete, a delegate is ready to write the draft 

resolution which s/he will take to the conference and use in the merging 

procedure (explained in the next section). 

A resolution is a formal statement written by the delegate on a given 

issue (e.g. how AIDS should be dealt with) and it expresses the country’s 

beliefs and what should be done about the problem. 

One should bear in mind, of course, that any further research needed for the 

preparation of the resolution should be completed whilst writing the draft. 

It is important to remember that when writing the resolution, the main aim is 

to sustain their delegation’s position but also to attract the support of others; 

hence a compromise of ideas is often required. 

 

Points to bear in mind whilst resolution writing: 

 Each delegate is presented with a list of resolution titles from which 

s/he chooses a few, which appeal the most. For further information on 

the issues being debated during your conference, see the Prospectus 

for the session you are attending. 

 The resolution must be written in the style and language appropriate to 

a United Nations resolution. 
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General structure of a resolution: 
All resolutions consist of a long but coherent sentence, divided into clauses 

and sub-clauses. This long sentence is made up of the preambulatory and the 

operative clauses, written in very formal language. The preambulatory clauses 

come first, followed by the operative clauses. 
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Explanation of terms 

Heading 

The heading of a resolution contains the name of the committee, the issue on 

which the resolution has been written on in full, and the name of the 

submitting delegation. 

 

Preambulatory Clauses 

All background information, facts, identification of problems, previous 

resolution titles, conventions and treaties are contained in the preambulatory 

clauses (e.g. “Recalling the fact that 42 million people are affected by AIDS” is 

a preambulatory clause). These will reinforce the points the delegate wants to 

make in the operative clauses. 

Preambulatory clauses act as justification for the solutions that will be 

proposed in the operative clauses 

They include the policy of the country which is suggesting the resolution. 

Their aim is to make clear from the beginning the route the resolution will 

take so that a focused debate can be achieved. 

 

Operative Clauses 

The operative clauses contain the active policy, or course of action, 

of the Body passing the resolution. 

The aim of operative clauses is to offer solutions to the problem being 

discussed (e.g. “Calls upon governments to introduce campaigns against AIDS 

discrimination” is an operative clause). The delegate should bear in mind that 

the solutions offered should be applicable both to less economically 

developed countries (LEDCs) and to more economically developed countries 

(MEDCs), so that the resolution can have a wide appeal. Also, the clauses 

should not contradict each other and be as practical and as original as 

possible. 
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Writing a resolution 

Heading 

The heading of the resolution is essential for its identification. When writing your 

heading, follow the rules below: 

 Begin by stating your committee using its full name (e.g. for GA 3 write 

General Assembly 3) 

 After stating the committee, state the issue in full as this is presented in the 

prospectus by writing “question of” and then the issue 

 Lastly, add the name of the main submitter. 

 The words “forum”, “question of”, and “submitted by” should be in capital 

letters and bold type 

 Please note that the resolution heading has to be the header of the document 

(so that it appears on every page). 

 

Example: 
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Preambulatory Clauses: 

Preambulatory clauses, as introductory remarks, are not put to debate and are 

generally not given as much attention as operative clauses. There are however 

some useful tips one can follow when writing preambulatory clauses: 

 Preambulatory clauses must be written in formal English, just like the rest of 

the resolution. 

 Each clause begins with a preambulatory phrase or word, preferably a 

different one for each clause. Examples of such phrases or words are given 

below. 

 Ensure there is a line space between one clause and the next 

 The preambulatory phrase should always be italicized  

 Preambulatory clauses must be separated by a comma. 

 Not too many preambulatory clauses should be included as they are not 

debated. Using a size 12 font, one should aim for maximum one page of 

preambulatory clauses. For this reason, it is a good idea not to waste too 

much time on forming them during the procedure of merging (see later 

section). 

 The acronyms of various organisations and NGOs that are mentioned in the 

operative clauses must be explained in full in the preambulatory clauses. The 

organisation can then be referred to by its acronym in the operative clauses. 

Examples: 

Previous resolution titles: 

“Recalling Security Council Resolution 687, adopted 3 April 1991, and particularly 

paragraph 14 and all other relevant resolutions,” 

Background information/ facts: 

“Reminding that every State other than the three mentioned above have signed the 

Nuclear non-proliferation treaty,” 

Beliefs of the proposing country: 

“Believing that the United Nations Disaster Relief Office (UNDRO) has been an 

important part of disaster relief efforts worldwide,” 

“Emphasising that Israel’s disarmament of its nuclear arsenals is a pre-requisite for 

achieving a lasting peace in the Middle East,” 

Identification of problems: 

“Aware of the threat posed by weapons of mass destruction in the hands of 

terrorist organisations,
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Preambulatory clause starters: 

Affirming Disturbed Having considered 

further 

Reaffirming 

Alarmed by Desiring Having devoted 

attention 

Realizing 

Approving Emphasizing Having examined Recalling 

Aware of Expecting Having heard Recognizing 

Bearing in mind Expressing its 

appreciation 

Having received Referring 

Believing Expressing its satisfaction Having studied Regretting 

Confident Fulfilling Keeping in mind Seeking 

Contemplating Fully alarmed Noting with regret Taking into account 

Concerned Fully aware Noting with deep 

concern 

Taking into 

consideration 

Conscious Fully believing Noting with 

satisfaction 

Taking note 

Convinced Guided by Noting further Viewing with 

appreciation 

Declaring Having adopted Noting with approval Welcoming 

Deploring Having considered Observing  

 

Note: Clause starters can be reused by adding “further” or “deeply”. For instance, 

“Noting” could be reused as “Further noting” and “Concerned” could be reused as 

“Deeply concerned”. 
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Operative Clauses: 

Unlike preambulatory clauses, operative clauses are crucial to whether a 

resolution passes or fails, and should therefore be written following a set of 

rules given below. 

 Operative clauses should be formally expressed. 

 By careful not to offend another country or infringe on its sovereignty. 

For example, saying in an operative clause that “all citizens of less 

economically developed countries are illiterate” could offend a 

delegate. It would be more diplomatic to state that the country in 

question has a very high rate of illiteracy.  

 Logical solutions should be offered that do not deviate from the 

delegation’s policy; hence extensive research on your country is 

required. 

 The solutions offered in the operative clauses should be as original as 

possible. 

 It should be noted that, for the purposes of the Model United Nations, 

there is an unlimited U.N. budget and money need not be an issue. A 

delegate should therefore refrain as far as possible from naming 

specific amounts and specific funding sources. 

 Each operative clause starts with an ‘operative phrase’. Examples of 

such phrases are given below. Each ‘operative phrase’ should be 

underlined. 

 Ensure there is a line space between one clause and the next 

 Operative clauses should be numbered (1, 2, 3…), sub-clauses lettered 

(a, b, c…) and sub-sub-clauses numbered using roman numerals (i, ii, 

iii…). 

 Operative clauses are separated by a semi-colon (;). 

 

Examples: 

3. Calls upon each state in the Middle East to inform the IAEA of all 

commercial agreements related to nuclear technology including those: 

a) concluded with companies, 

b) and other non-state factors;” 

11. Asks the OPCW to maintain a minimum of 5-12 inspectors at Chemical 

Weapons Destruction Facilities at all times;” 

8. Requests that all United Nations Member States strengthen their export 

controls, through measures including, but not limited to: 
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a) reviewing effectively items on multilateral export control lists and 

items that are not identified on such lists as well, 

b) keeping track of the raw materials of WMD and taking note of the 

recipient states’ security standards; 

16. Hopes that all Member States will demonstrate sincere commitment, 

cooperation and support to the international community’s efforts to combat 

terrorism and eliminate terrorists’ access to WMD. 

(This type of phrasing is usually used at the end of resolutions). 

 

Operative clause starters 

Accepts Confirms Endorses Requests 

Affirms Congratulates Expresses its 

appreciation 

Resolves 

Approves Considers Expresses its 

hope 

Sanctions 

Asks Decides* Hopes Solemnly affirms 

Asks for Declares 

accordingly* 

Invites Supports 

Asks that Demands* Notes Suggests 

Authorizes Deplores Proclaims* Takes note of 

Calls Designates Reaffirms Transmits 

Calls for Draws the 

attention 

Recommends Trusts 

Calls upon Emphasizes Regrets Urges 

Condemns* Encourages Reminds Wishes 

Notes 

All clause starters that have been marked with an asterisk (*) can only be used by the 

Security Council 

Clause starters can be reused by adding “further” or “strongly”. For instance, “Requests” 

could be reused as “Further requests” and “Asks” could be reused as “Strongly asks”. 

Strong phrases such as ‘condemns’ are best avoided because they might discourage 

countries from voting for the resolution. 
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Tips and hints 

Preambulatory and operative clauses together should be about two to four 

sides of A4. Anything shorter than that will not cover the issue wholly and 

anything longer than that may be too repetitive. 

Important note: 

Although students are encouraged to use existing resolutions of the U.N. 

to find ideas additional to their own, plagiarism is strictly prohibited. If 

the resolution taken to the Approval Panel contains copied information, 

it will not be debated. 

When the delegate’s first draft is complete, it should be given to the MUN 

Directors of each delegation in order for it to be carefully revised where 

necessary or for any suggestions to be made for improvement. 

Once the final version of the delegate’s resolution is ready, it should be clearly 

typed on a word processor, preferably using the ‘Times New Roman’ font and 

size 12 type and according to the layout and format annotations shown over 

the next few pages.  

Enough copies should be made so that the resolution can be distributed to 

other members of the same committee during the lobbying process. A USB 

stick or hard drive with the resolution saved on it should be brought to the 

conference to facilitate the exchange of drafts with other delegates on the first 

day of the conference. 
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Sample resolution (Layout and format annotations) 

FORUM (word in bold): General Assembly 3 

QUESTION OF: Intensifying global efforts to effectively eliminate female genital mutilation (issue 

stated exactly as it appears in the prospectus) 

SUBMITTED BY: Ethiopia  

Heading includes forum, question of, and name of submitter 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 3, (the name of the addressed committee given in full) 

Preambulatory clause starter italicized 

Defining female genital mutilation (FGM) as “the partial or total removal of the external female 

genitalia or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons,” usually performed 

days after birth or during puberty and occasionally adulthood, according to the UN, 

(preambulatory clause ends in a comma) 

Recalling the United Nations resolutions 56/128 of 19 December 2001, 58/156 of 22 December 

2003 and 60/141 of 16 December 2005, 51/2 of the Commission on the Status of Women, and all 

other relevant resolutions, as well as all relevant agreed-upon conclusions of the Commission on 

the Status of Women, 

Fully alarmed that more than 125 million women and young girls alive today have experienced this 

procedure and have been circumcised in 29 countries in Africa and the Middle East, according to 

the World Health Organization (WHO), (acronym defined in full) 

Recognizing the human rights to be free from gender-based discrimination, the right to life, the 

right to physical integrity, the right to health, and the right of the child, all of which FGM violates 

according to the UN,  

Viewing with apprehension that FGM is done for cultural, social and religious reasons, including: the 

control and de-sexualizing of women, reducing dishonesty in marriage, preventing rape, aesthetic 

and falsely religious purposes, improved marriage prospects, preserving the purity of girls, and as a 

badge of honour and tradition, 

Aware of the short-term and long-term effects of FGM which include: recurrent infections, chronic 

pain, cysts, infertility, complications during childbirth, fatal bleeding, and other physiological, sexual 

and psychological scarring, 

Noting with concern that FGM exists not only in less economically developed countries (LEDCs), but 

in Europe, Australia, Canada and the USA amongst immigrants, proving this is a truly global issue, 

Viewing with appreciation the hard work and effort level of organizations against FGM (e.g. the 

Commission on the Status of Women, UNICEF) to eliminate cases of female genital mutilation, 

especially in LEDCs through campaigns and annual sessions to pass the appropriate resolutions, 

the training of over 100,000 health practitioners on FGM prevention, response and care, 

encouraging more than 1,200 communities to completely abandon FGM, 
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1. Requests funds from the UN to be targeted to: (Operative clause starter underlined) 

a. various organizations campaigning against FGM such as: (sub and sub-sub clauses 

are correctly labelled) 

i. Commission on the Status of Women 

ii. Network Against Female Genital Mutilation (NAFGEM) 

iii. United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

iv. European Institute for Gender Equality 

b. existing medical institutions that provide both psychological and physical aid to 

victims of FGM; 

 

2. Trusts that all member states will implement laws against FGM which will incorporate 

international human rights laws and principles, including: 

a. the ban on all violence against women (domestic violence, ejection from home by 

force, economic manipulation or abuse, female genital mutilation) 

b. the victim’s entitlement to medical, psychological, social and legal assistance by 

service providers and government agencies 

c. the protection of the identities of victims during court cases (sub clauses have no 

punctuation at the end) 

d. the addition and ratification of an extra territoriality clause to laws against FGM, to 

stop parents and adults themselves travelling to neighbouring countries to undergo 

the practice when it has been outlawed in their own country; 

 

3. Requests that all United Nations Member States strengthen their central security in order to 

ensure the safeguarding of girls at risk, by ensuring the training of judges, prosecutors and 

police officers on: 

a. international and national human rights laws and their implications 

b. the equality of all men and women 

c. receiving and examining complaints and evidence on gender discrimination; 

(operative clause ends with a semi 

There is a line space between clauses 

4. Notes that effective media campaigns against FGM should be maintained, to inform the 

public of such malpractice and emphasize on its importance in the future of women, by: 

a. using platforms such as, but not limited to: 

i. newspapers, posters and leaflets 

ii. news channels on television and stations on radio, radio listening groups 

formed by NGOs (especially effective for grassroots levels in society, where 

most mass media are not available) 

b. Focusing on subjects such as: 

i. the conditions under which FGM happens 

ii. the position of women in developing countries 

iii. promoting women’s rights and their acceptance globally 

iv. the damage caused, both psychologically as well as physically, to all 

victims 

c. encouraging regional instruments to take initiative; 



 

 
Mediterranean Model United Nations 

33 
 

 

5. Recommends that affected member states provide psychological support to both women 

and girls who have already undergone FGM through: 

a. local health services and the provision of psychological support to the victims 

b. community conversations, lectures and community-led projects 

c. the development of a multilingual telephone helpline to offer advice and support; 

6. Further recommends that states with the available medical facilities provide free repair 

surgery for the obstetric fistula (a hole between the vagina and rectum or bladder that is 

caused by prolonged obstructed labour, leaving a woman incompetent of urinating or 

excreting faeces or both) for victims of FGM; 

 

7. Requests politicians, government officials and clergy in all member states to stress the 

significance of this particular problem and convince their people to cooperate for its 

eradication; (clause ends in a semi-colon) 

 

8. Encourages men and boys to take positive initiatives and to work in partnership with 

women and girls to combat violence and discriminatory practices against women and girls, 

in particular female genital mutilations, through: 

a. implementing the requirement that all schools should have at least 10 children’s 

clubs, non-gender-discriminating, possibly including: 

i. girls and children rights clubs 

ii. gender equality clubs 

iii. diplomatic relations and debating clubs 

b. hosting national and regional sensitization workshops; 

 

9. Calls upon member states to pursue, prosecute and punish any resident who has 

committed the crime of female genital mutilation on the grounds that: 

a. the violators will be given a warning on their first violation of the law against FGM 

and: 

i. be given sexual education and taught the risks and laws concerning the 

practice of FGM 

ii. sign a legal document verifying that they have been fully educated on the 

issue and have pledged to stopped practicing 

b. third-time offenders must be detained and imprisoned as the court of justice sees 

fit, after a fair and empirical trial; 

10. Hopes that the U.N. members will demonstrate profound commitment, cooperation and 

support to the efforts to end FGM. (last clause ending the resolution with a full stop/period) 
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Resolution writing 
Checklist 

 

Preambulatory Clauses 

 Written in formal English. 

 The preambulatory phrase should always be underlined. 

 Operative clauses are separated by a comma (,). 

 Do not include many Preambulatory clauses. 

 Explain the acronyms. 

 Use them to justify for the solutions that will follow. 

 Do not use the same preambulatory phrase more than once. 

Operative Clauses 

 Written in formal English 

 Avoid offending other countries. 

 Offer logical solutions. 

 Do not deviate from delegation’s policy. 

 There is unlimited UN budget. 

 The operative phrase should be underlined. 

 Operative clauses should be numbered (1,2,3...). 

 Sub-clauses lettered (a, b, c). 

 Sub-sub-clauses numbered using roman numerals (i, ii, iii). 

General 

 Resolution should be about two to four pages long. 

 Follow the correct typing format. 

 Plagiarism is prohibited. 

 Make a few photocopies for easy lobbying. 

 Bring the resolution on a USB or hard drive 

 MUN Directors should be consulted. 

 You should always add a full-stop at the end of your last clause. 
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Lobbying and Merging 
At any MUN conference, the work of most committees will begin with a day 

dedicated to the process of lobbying and merging. At MEDIMUN, almost the 

entire first day of the conference is dedicated to lobbying and merging. 

The process of lobbying and merging is an extremely important one. It does 

not only enable delegates to meet with their fellow committee members and 

exchange views on the issues to be debated, but it also allows them some 

much needed time to get to know the proceedings of the conference, helping 

them get prepared for the debating procedure.  

The process and lobbying and merging is explained in detail in this section of 

the guide. 

Lobbying 

The conference process begins with lobbying which, in effect, is a session of 

informal discussion carried out between delegates regarding the issues 

to be debated. It is during this period that resolutions are changed and 

merged with others. 

Delegates should keep in mind that, at this stage, their resolutions are seen as 

a draft document that will serve as a basis for negotiation during lobbying, 

where delegates will compare resolutions and exchange views. The lobbying 

procedure includes delegates: 

 Interacting in order to find fellow delegates with the same resolution 

title and similar policies (delegates should be aware of countries that 

might hold similar views but also of those that are potential opponents, 

through the research they have conducted); 

 In order for the lobbying procedure to be as effective as possible, 

delegates should have researched the topics in question and know 

what their country’s policies include. The speaker represents their 

country’s beliefs and not his/her own and hence countries which are 

known to have similar policies on given issues should work together. 

 For example, former colonies of other countries sometimes have 

common beliefs and support each other. (e.g. Chad, being a former 

colony of France, usually agrees on similar issues with France, although 

this is not always true). The websites suggested to delegates and/or 

any other sources of information should be used accordingly, as 

explained above, for the preparation of a solid resolution. 



 

 
Mediterranean Model United Nations 

36 
 

 Gathering information to counter potentially controversial points; 

 Keeping in mind that the solutions proposed should be beneficial to all 

the members of the group of delegates merging. 

The delegate should have copies of his/her resolution which should be given 

to interested fellow delegates for better communication. However, it is 

strongly recommended that delegates give a copy of their draft resolution 

only to those who are willing to give them a copy of their own, to help avoid 

plagiarism. 

A sample lobbying procedure is shown below: 

 

Note: The first day of the conference is specifically dedicated to lobbying so that 

delegates use that time in order to pool their ideas together and proceed with 

merging. Delegates are advised not to share any drafts over the committees’ 

social media groups nor through private messaging, as this leaves them 

vulnerable to plagiarism of their ideas 
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Merging 

Approximately 5-10 delegates form a group of similar ideas and together they 

start the process of merging. This means that they decide on the most 

detailed and solid draft resolution from the 3-10 resolutions they have 

available. Then, they proceed to the removal and/or addition of clauses from 

the other resolutions in order to write the final draft. 

 

 

Points to bear in mind 

 Delegates should be careful not to repeat themselves, not to contradict 

themselves and to be realistic. 

 There is an unlimited U.N. budget so money is not an issue. 

 Solutions should address not only MEDCs (More Economically 

Developed Countries) but also to LEDCs (Less Economically Developed 

Countries). For example, in the case of fighting AIDS, handing out 

contraception won’t be sufficient in LEDCs because some people may 

be ignorant of their purpose and/or application. What is more 
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important is that some countries, due to their culture and religion, 

don’t accept contraception. 

 Other resolutions with the same title will be prepared by fellow 

delegates. Therefore, competition increases and the resolution that 

covers the needs of the most countries with originality but also realism 

is more likely to be passed. 

 The final resolution should be approximately 2-4 sides of A4 and 

should follow the general typing format given in the previous section of 

the guide. 

 Not too many preambulatory clauses should be included. Follow the 

same procedure for resolution writing as on the previous section of this 

guide. 

 Remember that the delegate’s mission is to form the best resolution 

possible, finding a solution that will work practically, efficiently and 

produce quick results! Therefore, when merging, pay the necessary 

attention that the issue deserves! 

 

The Approval Panel 

After merging and before debating, the resolution has to be approved. It is 

firstly approved by the chairs and then it is sent off to the Approval Panel. The 

Approval Panel is a board of teachers whose job is to assist students in the 

formulation of their draft resolutions by checking whether submitted draft 

resolutions are ready for debate. The assistance offered by this board is 

limited to the checking of spelling and grammar, and of the general logic 

of the resolution. Hence it is strongly recommended that offensive and non-

formal language should be avoided. Furthermore, plagiarism is a serious 

offence and in the case of plagiarism being evident in a resolution, it will not 

be debated. Once the resolution is approved a copy will be printed for each 

delegate of the committee. One copy is also given to the Chairs who will 

decide the order in which the resolutions will be debated. By this stage and if 

everything has gone as planned the finished resolution should be ready for 

debate. 
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Lobbying and Merging 
Checklist 

 

Lobbying 

 Do not team up because you know the other delegates from 
School! Instead try to find delegates that are complete strangers 
(it is fun getting to know each other). 

 Work with delegates that have the same policies as you have. 

 Do not approach countries that you know are bound to disagree 
with you. 

 Discuss and analyse the issues with the other delegates. Do not 
get started into merging as soon as you meet. 

 
Merging 

 Try to include points from your draft resolution in the merged, 
final resolution. 

 However, do try to produce a STRONG resolution as well. 

 For every point you are considering including, think about its 
weaknesses and try to improve it. 

 Do not repeat yourselves. 

 Do not contradict yourselves. 

 Do write in formal English BUT ensure all points will be universally 

understood. 
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The Debating Procedure 
Once the merged resolutions have been approved, they are ready to be 

debated. The purpose of debate is for delegates to convince their House that 

their resolution should pass. During the debate the opponents of the 

resolution are given the opportunity to explain why they think that the 

resolution should fail. In order to have an effective debate some rules must be 

followed at all times. 

Delegates must: 

 Respect and refrain from disputing the decisions of the Chair at all times 

 Obtain the floor before speaking 

 Stand when speaking 

 Address other delegates in the third person 

 Yield the floor when required to do so by the Chair 

 Be well-mannered at all times 

 Be formal and avoid the use of insulting or abusive language 

 

Outline of the formal debate procedure 

1. The Chair takes Roll Call (takes the register) 

2. The Chair calls the House to silence (“Will the House please come to 

order?”). 

3. The Chair calls upon the main submitter of the resolution to read the 

resolution aloud from the podium. 

4. The Chair sets the debate time and the type of the debate (either open 

or closed debate). Both decisions depend on the number of resolutions 

that have to be debated and on the time available. 

Closed Debate 

1. In the case of a closed debate, the Chair sets the debate time FOR and 

the debate time against (e.g. 15 minutes for, 15 minutes against). He/she 

then yields the floor to the main submitter who speaks in favour of the 

resolution and tries to persuade the House to vote for it. Once the 

speaker has finished s/he can either: 

 Yield the floor to another delegate to speak in favour of the 

resolution. The floor may be yielded by one delegation to another 

only once (i.e. only from the first speaker to the second); it is then 

yielded to the Chair. (“I yield the floor to the delegate of France”) OR 
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 Yield the floor back to the Chair. Delegates raise their placards if they 

wish to speak. The Chair will then recognise a delegate wishing to 

speak in favour of the resolution. (“France you have been recognised. 

The floor is yours.”) 

Note: This procedure continues until the debate time for the resolution has been 

exhausted. Any delegate wishing to speak is obliged to do so within the time 

limits set by the Chair. 

2. Once debate time for has elapsed, the Chair then declares the floor 

open to any delegate wishing to speak against the resolution. The same 

procedure is followed for the opponents as for the proponents. 

Open Debate 

In the case of an open debate, the Chair sets a debate time during which any 

delegate wishing to speak either in favour or against the resolution can have 

the floor, each time yielding the floor back to the Chair. 

5. Voting: Once the debate time on a resolution is exhausted, the Chair 

closes the debate and orders the start of voting procedures to vote. 

Once the Chair has closed the debate, all points, apart from points of 

order relating to the conduct of the voting, are out of order. In addition, 

note passing is suspended. The delegates in the House can either vote 

for a resolution to pass or fail, or they can simply abstain from voting.  

 The delegates raise their placards (cards with the name of their 

country) when the chair says so and the Administration Staff count 

the number of votes in favour, the number against and the number 

of abstentions. 

 Normally a simple majority of those voting either for or against is 

required for the passing or failing of a resolution, with abstentions 

not counting towards the final outcome. The Chair then announces 

the result of the vote to the House.  

 In the case of a tie, the Chair splits the House i.e. voting will be 

repeated but delegates may only vote for or against a resolution, 

and abstaining is forbidden. If  
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Points 

During the debate a delegate has the right to call for certain points. S/he does 

that by raising their placard. When recognised by the Chairs/he may speak. A 

description of each point is given below: 

Point of Information 

At the end of a speaker’s speech, the Chair will ask him/her whether s/he is open 

to any points of Information, depending on the time limits imposed on them (“Is 

the delegate open to any points of information?”). Points of information are 

questions made by the delegates of the House towards the present speaker. The 

speaker has a few options: 

 Refuse to open himself/herself to points information. (“I am not open to 

any points of information”) 

 Open himself/herself to a specific number of points of information. (e.g. “I 

will accept 3 points of information”) 

 Open himself/herself to points of information without specifying. (e.g. “I 

am open to all and any points of information”) In this case the Chair has 

the right to stop further points of information due to time constraints. 

Once a speaker has yielded the floor to the Chair or to another delegate, no more 

points of information may be asked. 

Points of information must be phrased in the form of a question (one 

sentence only) for instance: “Is the speaker (not) aware of the fact…?” or “Does the 

delegate of DPR Korea not agree that…?” However, the points are not always 

genuine questions used to obtain information from the speaker. In many cases 

they are used rhetorically by delegates who will vote against the resolution and 

who want to put the speaker in an awkward position or to make the House aware 

of the weaknesses of the resolution. (“Is the speaker aware that clauses 3 and 6 

are contradicting each other?”). 

Points of information can also be asked by delegates who are in favour of the 

resolution and want to make this clear to the House. (“Does the honourable 

speaker not agree with me that clause 3 is an excellent one because it covers the 

needs of both LEDCs and MEDCs?”). When a delegate wants to ask a point of 

information they must raise their placard and, if recognised by the Chair, (“China, 

you have been recognised. Please rise and state your point.”) they may ask the 

question. 
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The speaker who has the floor should not be put off by these points. S/he is in an 

advantageous position, and has the opportunity to reply in any way they choose. 

However, the speaker is advised not to answer with a simple yes or no, since this 

is a waste of the opportunity to make an even stronger case. S/he can, however, 

answer with a diplomatic “no”, for example by saying: ‘The speaker recognises the 

point made by the delegate of Israel but does not agree with it because…’ The 

time taken for the question is not included in the debate time, but the time taken 

for the answer is. A delegate can also direct a ‘point of information to the chair’. 

Do’s and Don’ts concerning Points of Information 

 The point should not be offensive (“Is the speaker aware that his country’s 

government is a dictatorship?”). 

 The point should always be in the form of a question (“Is the speaker aware 

that…?”). 

 The point should be in third person and never refer to a fellow delegate or 

themselves in the second/first person (“Does the delegate of China agree 

with me that…?”). 

 

Point of Personal Privilege: 

During the debate, if a delegate finds himself/herself feeling uncomfortable or in 

a disadvantageous position, s/he can make a Point of Personal Privilege. An 

example could be in the case when a delegate sitting at the back cannot hear 

well; he/she can ask the Chair for a Point of Personal Privilege: “Request for the 

delegate to speak louder because he is not heard at the back”. This is the only 

point that can interrupt a speaker and must be recognised by the Chair. 

 

Point of Order 

This Point refers to procedural matters only. For example, if the Chair moves the 

resolution to voting and omits the debate time against the resolution, a delegate 

could raise a Point of Order stating the correct procedure. Also, if a delegate feels 

that s/he has been offended, they can rise to a Point of Order. For example, if 

China has been called undemocratic, the delegate of China can call for a Point of 

Order. A Point of Order is only allowed when the floor is yielded to the chair; it 

cannot interrupt a speaker and must be recognised by the Chair. 
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Point of Parliamentary Enquiry 

This is a question directed to the Chair concerning the rules of procedure. For 

example, “Are the countries allowed to submit an amendment for the resolution 

during time against?” A point of parliamentary enquiry is only allowed when the 

floor is yielded to the Chair; it cannot interrupt a speaker and must be 

recognised by the Chair. 

Remember: No point apart from Point of Personal Privilege can interrupt the 

speaker.
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Written Communication 

During the debate of a resolution the House must be quiet. Therefore, oral 

communication between delegates during debate time is not allowed. However, 

many times the delegates of friendly countries who have a common policy on the 

issue being debated might want to communicate with each other. This could be 

to set the policy they will follow or to decide whether they will vote for or against 

a particular resolution. In this case, the delegates can communicate via written 

communication with the aid of the Administration Staff. This involves use of 

communication sheets: the delegate writes the message they want to pass on to a 

specific country, and then s/he raises the sheet discretely and it is collected by a 

member of the Administration Staff. Administration Staff, or Admin Staff, are 

students recognised by their badges, and can be seen moving around the 

committee room delivering messages and counting votes. 

Messages must contain the following headings: FROM, that is the country the 

delegate represents and TO, that is the country the delegate wants the message 

to be sent to. Messages can also be addressed to the Chair in the case of a 

demand for an amendment sheet or a question. 

Please respect the Admin Staff, so that all staff can maintain professionalism. 

WARNING: All messages, will be screened before delivery. If they are considered 

inappropriate, (i.e. they contain information not relevant to the conference), or are 

not written in English, they will not be delivered. The Administration Staff may 

report this to the Chair, who has the right to suspend written communication. 

Note: Each delegation is responsible for bringing their separate communication 

sheets, as shown by the sample below. These should be prepared by the delegation 

before the conference 

Sample communication sheet 
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Amendments 

During the debate of a resolution, a delegate might find herself in favour of the 

resolution, thinking that it is good enough to vote for, but believing there is space 

for improvement. In this case the delegate can submit an amendment written to 

the Chair on special amendment sheets, which are provided by the Chair when 

asked for through written communication. The amendment could be on any word, 

phrase or clause in the operative clauses, but it should be within the general 

purpose and intent of the original resolution. With the amendment the delegate 

can: 

 Add a point in a clause, making it more specific, 

 Ask for a totally different clause or sub-clause to be added in order to 

mention a point that was missing, 

 Delete (strike) a clause because he/she might disagree with it or simply 

finds it pointless or repetitive, 

 Correct any structural mistakes they believe the Approval Panel has missed. 

All the proposed amendments are delivered to the Chair who decides on whether 

the amendment will be put to debate and on the priority of the amendment. In 

the case of closed debate, amendments can only be debated during time against. 

The Chair sets debate time FOR and AGAINST the amendment just as for the 

debate of the resolution. When the debate time on an amendment is exhausted, 

the Chair will ask the house to vote on whether they agree with the amendment 

and want it to be included in the resolution or not. No delegate is allowed to 

abstain from amendment voting. If the amendment passes, the floor is yielded 

back to the Chair and debate for the resolution resumes with the amended 

resolution. 

Sample Amendment Sheet 
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Debate terminology 

The Chair might use the following expressions during debate with which the 

delegates must be familiar: 

 The House will now come to order. 

 The Chair calls upon X (the submitter/speaker) to take the floor. 

 The Chair fixes a debate time of 10 minute for and 10 minutes against 

this resolution. 

 X has the floor. 

 All points are out of order until the speaker has concluded his/her 

speech. 

 X you have been recognised. Please rise and state your point. 

 Will you please rephrase your question? 

 Are there any further points on the floor? 

 There is a Point of Order on the floor. Please rise and state your point. 

 Your point is (not) well taken. 

 Will the speaker please make his concluding remarks? 

 Debate time has elapsed. 

 The Chair proposes an extension of debate time by 5 minutes for and 5 

minutes against the motion. 

 The debate is now closed. We will move to voting procedures. 

 All points are out of order. 

 Will all those in favour/against of the resolution/amendment, please 

raise their placards. 

 Are there any abstentions? 

 Will all those abstaining please raise their placards. 

 This motion/resolution/amendment has passed by/failed by x votes for, 

y votes against and z abstaining. 
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Motions 

During debating, delegates are allowed to ask for certain motions. Motions 

are requests made by the delegate towards the house. Motions do not usually 

require a vote, but they do require a second (that is, approval from at least 

one other member of the house). 

Motion to extend debate time 

This motion calls for the chair to allocate extra time to debate. This is at the 

chair’s discretion, and it will be entertained only in cases where the debate’s 

quality will be increased, as all committees operate on an extremely tight 

schedule. 

Motion to move to the previous question 

This is a motion which when entertained moves the debate onto the next 

stage. It is intended to be used instead of a “Motion to move to voting 

procedures” when a delegate wishes the house to proceed to voting. Using 

this motion during debate time for when the house is in closed debate mode 

takes the debate into debate time against. 

Motion to divide the house 

This motion should only be used when there is a tie after delegations have 

voted on a resolution or an amendment. It can also be used when the number 

of abstentions is greater than the margin between those voting for and those 

voting against. When this motion passes, the house will vote by roll call 

(individually) without abstentions. Chairs will usually overrule this motion as it 

is extremely time consuming. 

Motion to refer the matter to a committee, or to the 

Secretary-General 
After seconding this motion, the Secretary General or one of his 

representatives, will follow to give advice on the issue either addressing the 

house or by calling a recess and addressing individuals. It is used in cases over 

which the committee does not have a mandate. For example, in a case where 

a resolution requests UN troops to be deployed, there could be a motion to 

refer the matter to the Security Council. However, given the fact that all 

committees operate under severe time constraints, the implementation of 

such a motion is highly unlikely. 
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Motion to withdraw a resolution 
This is a motion which should only be made once all submitters of a resolution 

have agreed on its withdrawal. It is however discouraged as it does not 

facilitate debate 

 

Summary 

Motion to Can it 

interrupt 

the 

speaker? 

Does it 

have to be 

recognized 

by the 

chair? 

Does it 

require 

a 

second? 

Can it be 

objected 

to? 

Vote 

required? 

Extend debate 

time 

NO YES YES YES NO 

To move to the 

previous 

question 

NO YES YES YES NO 

Divide the house NO YES YES YES NO 

Motion to refer 

the matter to a 

committee, or to 

the Secretary-

General 

NO YES YES YES YES 

Motion to 

withdraw a 

resolution 

NO YES YES YES NO 

 

Notes 

If there is even one objection, a motion will not pass. 

Even if there are no objections it is at the chair’s discretion to overrule any 

motions that cannot be entertained due to time constraints or which he/she 

considers destructive to debate 
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The Debating Procedure 

Summary 

 

Voting procedures. Delegates vote for, against or abstain

Speeches, amendments, points and motions

The main submitter reads the resolution from the podium

The chair decides on the debate mode and sets debate time
Closed debate (set debating time to speak in favour 
of a resolution and then settime to speak against a 
resolution)

Open debate (set debating time during which any 
delevate wishing to speak for or against can do so)

Chair calls the House to order

Chair takes Roll Call
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Delivering Speeches 

The Debate 

Delegates need to be familiar with key terminology, understand the issues and 

know the rules explained above so that they are able to develop their 

speaking strategy. 

When a delegate has the floor, he must persuade the House to accept or 

reject a resolution (and likewise with amendments). 

The basis for this is factual knowledge of the issue and the use of logical 

argument coupled with oratorical skill. 

 

Techniques and Tactics 

Success in formal debate depends on the use of a different strategy and 

different tactics from the negotiating techniques used during lobbying. 

A speaker should have the following in mind: 

 The techniques used in the exchange of ideas and in forming interest 

groups, which took place during lobbying need to be adapted to a 

more formal setting. For example, during lobbying, resolutions are 

merged and clauses or phrases added or removed informally; in formal 

debate, however this should be done through the right parliamentary 

procedure. 

 Delegates need to know how and when to take the floor, when and 

how to ask questions and how, when and who to yield the floor to. 

 Participants should understand that the audience includes other 

interest groups such as neutral or even uninterested parties. 

Persuading such groups requires powers of rhetoric and oratory, as well 

as skilful use of the rules of the procedure. 

 Formal debate requires formal presentation of ideas. Delegates should 

learn the appropriate introductory and concluding phrases (see 

below) 

 They should also be polite, respectful and courteous and avoid 

colloquialisms and slang. 
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Preparing a Speech 

 When preparing a speech, a delegate needs to have in mind his/her 

own strengths and weaknesses but also the ones of their opponents’ 

case. 

 The argument needs to be structured and balanced, and it should leave 

a strong impression as other speeches will follow and as the audience 

needs to be convinced. 

 Apart from thinking about his/her oratorical and polemical technique, 

the delegate should also decide on the stance taken (e.g. firm, ironic, 

dogmatic) and the image projected (e.g. idealistic, revolutionary). 

 A formal speech should start as follows: “Honourable chairperson, 

ladies and gentlemen of the house…” 

 A formal speech should end as follows: “Therefore, honourable 

delegates, the United Kingdom urges you to vote against/for this 

resolution” 

 

The style of a Speech 

Three of the main ways one can argue against a resolution are: 

 By being critical or ironic towards the resolution, especially if the 

resolution is not a strong one. 

 By taking all the weak points of the resolution one by one and 

explaining why they are weak. 

 By making loud or forceful speeches and condemning the resolution in 

general terms. This should be used when arguing against a strong 

resolution which the delegate does not want to pass because it 

contradicts his/her own country’s policy. 

Two of the ways one can argue in favour of a resolution: 

 By taking all the strong points of the resolution one by one and 

explaining why they are strong. 

 By praising the resolution’s general ideas and goals and giving few 

examples of strong clauses. 

 Nevertheless, it is up to each delegate to convey their argument in the 

most convincing way possible. 

Remember: It is usually more difficult to try to persuade the House to vote for 

than to persuade the House to vote against! 
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Delivering a Speech 

 A speech should be delivered in a clear and loud voice, especially when 

no microphones are available. 

 There must also be a clear development of the argument: e.g. 

“Therefore I urge the committee to vote for this resolution.” It is also 

important to develop the points (in order of importance) so as to 

achieve a climax with the most important and concrete 

point/argument. 

 References to other delegates should be made in the third person: e.g. 

“Is the speaker aware that...” and not “Do you think...” 

 

Phrases to be used by members of the house 

 Mr. /Madam Chairperson… 

 Is the Chair/speaker not aware that... 

 Does the speaker not agree...? 

 I yield the floor... 

 I urge the house to vote against/for this resolution/amendment... 

 

 

 

Delivering speeches 
Checklist 

 

 Whilst delivering the speech remember that you are trying to 
persuade the House to vote for or against the resolution or amendment. 

 Therefore, it should be delivered in a clear and loud voice. 

 The speech should start and end formally as instructed. 

 References to other delegates should be made in the third person. 

 Take a few moments to organise your thoughts before delivering a 
speech. 

 Do not be afraid to address the house! Everyone is shy at first. 
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Delegate training 
Prior to the conference, delegates must be given adequate training that will 

enable them to fully participate in every aspect of the MEDIMUN experience 

and enjoy themselves. 

It is suggested that delegates are guided by their MUN directors in the 

following areas: 

 Directors should help delegates begin their research. This could be 

done by organizing delegation presentations, where each member of a 

delegation researches some aspects of their assigned country and then 

comes back to join the information with the rest of the delegation to 

present the country to the MUN director. 

 Directors should help delegates get acquainted with the formal 

debating procedure. This can be done by organizing mock debates on 

a regular basis. Resolutions for use at mock debates can be obtained 

via the Resources section of the MEDIMUN website. 

 Delegates should also be given some guidance when it comes to 

compiling their draft resolutions. As mentioned earlier in this guide, 

delegates should aim to have their first draft ready with quite some 

time to spare, so that they can get the opportunity to get feedback 

from their MUN directors and make improvements on their drafts 

before attending the conference 

MEDIMUN will be happy to answer any questions and provide training 

resources and assistance in the months prior to the conference. Contact us via 

the MEDIMUN email address medimun.cyprus@gmail.com 

 

Certification of attendance 

All delegates at the MEDIMUN conference will be awarded a certificate of attendance. 

These are prepared by the conference organisers and presented to the delegates by 

the MUN directors from the schools attending.  

Certificates of attendance may be withheld at the discretion of the MUN senior 

director or individual school directors. Certificates of attendance may be withheld if 

delegates behave inappropriately or if delegates fail to attend satisfactorily. 

  

http://www.medimun.net/resources.html
mailto:medimun.cyprus@gmail.com


 

 
Mediterranean Model United Nations 

55 
 

A summary of the MEDIMUN process 

 

 

Preparation before the 
conference

Research all the issues 
in your committee AND 

your country

Write at least one 
draft resolution before 

attending the 
conference

Lobbying & Merging of 
resolutions

Draft resolutions 
reviewed and approved 

by chairperson

Draft resolutions 
approved by the 
Approval Panel

Resolutions are 
debated

Resolutions are voted 
upon. Resolutions pass 

or fail.
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Appendix (Model Resolutions) 
FORUM: General Assembly 1 

QUESTION OF: Sustaining progress on global nuclear disarmament 

The General Assembly First Committee, 

Defining «nuclear proliferation» as the spread of nuclear weapons, fissile 

material, weapons-applicable nuclear technology and information to nations 

which are not recognised as «Nuclear Weapon States» (NWS) by the Non-

proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), 

Aware of the Treaty on the NPT of 1970, with the belief that Article VI does 

not oblige the signatories of the treaty to come to any formal agreements 

regarding nuclear disarmament and thus requires amendment, 

Acknowledging that a growing number of countries are now considering the 

adoption of nuclear weapons, whereas those that have been nuclear powers 

are trying to reduce the amount of their nuclear warheads, 

Noting the successes of the Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free-Zone 

(CANWFZ) Treaty of September 2006 and the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free-

Zone (ANFWZ) Treaty of April 1996, as well as the Treaties of Tlatelolco (Latin 

America & the Caribbean), Rarotonga (South Pacific) and Bangkok (South-East 

Asia) in the progress of the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, 

Defining a Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone NWFZ as any zone whereby, by virtue 

of treaty or convention, a state of total absence of nuclear weapons exists in 

the zone and the procedure for the delimitation of the zone is defined, 

Recalling the Treaty between the United States of America and the Russian 

Federation on Measures for the Further Reduction and Limitation of Strategic 

Offensive Arms (New START), particularly the agreed maximum limit of half of 

the current deployed launchers which is scheduled to be completed by 

February 2021, 

Bearing in mind the existence of the International Atomic Energy Agency 

(IAEA) and the Luxembourg Forum on Prevention of a Nuclear Catastrophe,  

Accepting that certain types of warheads and antiballistic missiles are essential 

for the protection of any country in the case of direct attack, 

Fully aware that for progress to be achieved in global nuclear disarmament all 

Nuclear Weapons States (NWS) must accept to decommission existing 

warheads whilst deeply regretting that certain member states have not signed 
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or ratified the NPT, which is vital in order to make progress in global nuclear 

disarmament, 

Realising the immediate necessity of investment into research on 

decommissioning of nuclear weapons at specialised safe factories and 

applying the resources of uranium to peaceful technologies, such as 

generation of nuclear power, 

1. Desires to merge the IAEA and the Luxembourg Forum into one 

assembly called the Nuclear Security Committee (NSC) which will be 

under the patronage of the UN and which will supervise the 

development of peaceful uses of nuclear power and the disarmament 

in all countries by means of a committee consisting of independent 

specialists in the area of non-proliferation and official representatives 

of NWSs; 

 

2. Calls upon NWS to declare truthful statistics regarding the number of 

warheads and delivery vehicles possessed by every state, as well as 

providing engineering plans of all constructions associated with nuclear 

power, regardless of whether they are designed for peaceful use or for 

military purposes, to the IAEA; 

 

3. Accepts that only weapons of high and medium range need to be 

decommissioned, while short-range missiles not containing nuclear 

warheads and anti-ballistic missiles can be kept for defence purposes in 

view of the fact that states need to feel secure against direct attack 

from aggressors; 

 

4. Requests that an international system under the jurisdiction of the NSC 

is established to verify and control NWFZs and to guarantee 

compliance with the obligations of the treaty or convention governing 

these; 

 

5. Suggests the improvement of international security, before all weapons 

are eliminated, by: 

a) discussing the relocation of arms solely to countries’ national 

territories, under reliable protection in bilateral treaties 

b) imposing new regulations regarding transportation of fissile 

material and warheads 

c) suspension of all underground nuclear tests and research 



 

 
Mediterranean Model United Nations 

58 
 

d) signing and ratifying the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 

(CTBT) in order to refrain from conducting any kinds of nuclear 

weapons tests; 

 

6. Recommends the conversion of 20% of fissile material from present 

nuclear warheads to fuel grade uranium in order to decrease the 

number of nuclear weapons, as well as reduce nuclear energy budgets 

by 2025; 

7. Affirms that disarmament will be most productive if carried out in two 

stages: 

a) firstly, disarmament of all NWS to the level of 500 deployed and 

non-deployed nuclear warheads, which should be reached by 

2025 (after expiration of the START Treaty) 

b) secondly, total de-commissioning of nuclear weapons by all 

NWSs; 

 

8. Approves of the ratification of bilateral disarmament treaties, such as 

START, although stresses the essentiality of more international treaties 

which will jurisdictionally enforce cooperation and nuclear arms 

reduction; 

 

9. Appeals to all NWS and urges them to not assist any non-NWSs 

(especially states that have already featured in previous UN resolutions 

of this nature) to acquire nuclear warheads by selling them nuclear 

arms or providing engineering plans of weapons as this may lead to 

confrontations and eventually destroy the aims of the Nuclear Non-

proliferation Treaty; 

 

10. Supports investments in organisations such as the IAEA in order to 

assist research in the following areas: 

a) safe de-commissioning of nuclear weapons (such as the 

construction of the Mensa disassembly plant in the UK by 2020), 

b) introducing technical support from the UN-based organisation 

in the disposal of nuclear weapons, as some countries may have 

financial and technical difficulties,  

c) development of safer uses of nuclear power; 

d) expanding education programmes for university students and 

young adults about disarmament and peaceful use of nuclear 

power as an alternative source of energy to reduce bias and 

prejudice of the general public against nuclear technology 
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FORUM: General Assembly 2 

QUESTION OF: Persuading the BRIC countries to impose stricter 

environmental controls for their industrial activities 

The General Assembly Committee Second Committee, 

Alarmed by the pollution levels generated by the industrial activities of BRIC 

countries which are responsible for over a third of global carbon dioxide 

emissions with China as the world’s largest emitter of climate altering 

greenhouse gases, 

Recalling Article 11 of the Fortaleza Declaration, specifically discussions about 

"Inclusive Growth: Sustainable Solutions”, in keeping with the inclusive 

macroeconomic and social policies carried out by our governments and the 

imperative to address challenges to humankind posed by the need to 

simultaneously achieve growth, inclusiveness, protection and preservation, 

Aware of the New Development Bank (NDB) attempts to propose a 

mobilisation of resources for infrastructure and sustainable development 

projects in the BRIC countries, 

Regretting the environmentally harmful industrial activities supported in the 

BRIC countries as extraction of oil and gas, weapons manufacture, mining of 

minerals, iron and steel production, clearing of forests for timber, petroleum 

processing, production of chemicals, and other similar industrial activities, 

Further recalling that in 2013 the BRIC countries collectively were responsible 

for 38% of the world’s total carbon dioxide emissions however other countries 

were also contributors, 

Fully alarmed by the fact that the Indian Council for Agricultural Research 

(ICAR) has estimated that wheat production will decrease by 4 to 5 million 

tonnes for every 1°C increase in average temperature, with the average 

temperature set to increase in the next 15 years by 4°C, 

Acknowledging the attempts BRIC countries have made to limit pollution, 

through acts such as the Environmental Protection Law of the People's 

Republic of China, in April 2014, specifically Article 28 which states that 

“effective measures will be taken to reach national environmental quality 

standards”, as well as China’s announcement, in August 2012, to spend $382 

billion on anti-pollution measures over the next three and a half years and to 

cut carbon emissions by 40%, and to set aside $1.65 billion, to fight air 

pollution, starting in February 2014, 
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Remembering the Bhopal gas leak which killed 3,787 people as well as injuring 

558,125 others, where the area around the plant was used as a dumping 

ground for chemicals which polluted the soil and water that is toxic to sea life, 

Recognising that in October 2014 oil from a Russian oil refinery spilled into the 

Black Sea contaminating the waters and effecting the surrounding countries 

like Turkey who use the Black Sea for fishing,  

1. Encourages BRIC countries to change factory operating regulations to 

increase the percentage of eco-friendly industrial processes within them, 

such as but not limited to: 

a) Compulsory installation of water and/or air filtration systems in 

factories which release pollutants into either, or both 

b) Installation of smokestack scrubbers to reduce fumes being 

released into the environment 

c) Lowering of energy consumption through: 

i. Using natural gas as a cleaner alternative to factories reliant 

on coal or other fuel sources 

ii. Increasing usage of renewable sources by setting up wind 

farms, solar plants and hydroelectric power plants within the 

country 

iii. Introducing light sensors that will be able to regulate light 

sources accordingly, to minimize wastage 

iv. Increasing the use of renewable energy such as installing 

photovoltaic cells to achieve solar powered factories; 

 

2. Supports the formation of a new UN committee, UN BRICs Environmental 

Committee, (UNBRICEC) specialising on environmental issues of the BRIC 

countries, that will: 

a) Carry out routine inspections of the general environment in the 

BRIC countries and will aid with any improvements necessary by: 

i. Providing experts that will carry out the inspections 

coming from neutral member countries 

ii. Measuring different factors, such as, but not limited to 

carbon dioxide emissions levels, water pollution levels, 

atmospheric pollution levels in major cities and more 

b) Research how introducing stricter environmental controls has an 

effect on the surrounding environment compared to where controls 

have not been introduced 
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c) Highlight the importance of introducing stricter environmental 

controls in order to persuade industry CEOs to adopt 

environmentally cleaner processes 

d) Allow other organisations researching environmental controls, such 

as the UNEP, to benefit from such findings 

e) Help develop more environmentally friendly processes available for 

factories to become more sustainable; 

 

3. Urges departments of environment and natural resources to take action 

by: 

a) Introducing incentives to use environmentally clean processes which 

could include tax re-funds or tax deductions 

b) Member nations reducing their import tariffs on products coming 

from the BRICs by 5% to compensate for the possible increase in 

production costs of said products due to the enforcement of stricter 

environmental controls on their industry 

c) Impose fines for: 

i. Not installing systems which would limit pollution, such as 

filtration systems, 

ii. Factories still fully reliant on non-renewable sources such as 

coal, 

iii. Factories failing to reduce pollution levels to agreed levels; 

4. Suggests creating awareness through media, including, but not limited, to 

television, the internet, leaflets and newspapers, as well as in seminars, 

conferences and training seminars with trained speakers to be organised, 

on environmental pollution from industrial activity to help persuade those 

in control of industrial activities to impose stricter environmental control 

by providing the following information: 

a) The importance of the environment 

b) The irreversible effects of industrial pollutants and the future 

problems that can occur 

c) Health impacts on all surrounding factory areas 

d) Danger to wildlife conservation; 

 

5. Suggests that once new restrictions to protect the environment are set, the 

BRIC countries will receive assistance in fulfilling them in order to limit any 

adverse effects on their production levels from the United Nations, and will 

consist of: 

a) The opportunity to obtain discounted industrial equipment that 

is more environmentally-friendly than their current equipment, 
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for example, green industrial cleaners and solvents from other 

member states, 

b) Experts in the fields of industrial technology, that will help with 

managing and installing environmentally-safer equipment in the 

already existing factories, 

c) Experts that will educate individuals in the countries receiving 

assistance on maintenance and repair of the said equipment; 

 

6. Encourages the setting-up “clean-up” projects of industrial waste areas 

and the recycling of salvageable material to help minimise the amount of 

industrial waste; 

 

7. Hopes that all Member Nations deem these clauses reasonable and will 

support the BRIC countries on this issue, to facilitate a more 

environmentally safe future for us all and welcomes any amendments to 

this resolution in order to strengthen it further. 
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