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Topic 1: The question of combatting the militarization and 

development of an arms race in outer space. 

Introduction 

     

 Militarization and development of an arms race on earth 

could be recognised as increasing security among the society, 

however, the development of arms race in space cannot 

necessarily be signified the same. 

 Although space is heavily militarized, is true that it is not yet 

weaponised with strong military forces. 

 It has been a controversial topic which was discussed since 

the 1980s , by the Conference on Disarmament (CD) , who has 

considered further proposals  under the agenda item 

“prevention of an arms race in outer space”, including draft 

treaties aimed at preventing the placement of weapons in 

outer space and prohibiting the use of anti-satellite weapons 

which might increase the insecurity to the condition on earth 

and the rest of the universe. 

 The United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs strongly 

supports the efforts by Member States to carry out 

preventing an arms race in outer space.  

 There are various countries around the world who promotes 

different opinions and suggestions towards this agenda, it is 

widely debated without a specific or completely satisfied 

result yet. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Militarize:  the action of being equipped with military forces and 

defences. 

Weaponize:  to adapt for use as a weapon of war 

Artillery battery: an organized group of artillery pieces 

Ambush: carrying out a surprise attack on an enemy that passes a 

concealed position. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/weapon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artillery_battery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambush
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Charge: a large force heads directly to an enemy to engage in close 

quarters combat, with the hope of breaking the enemy line. 

Retreat: withdrawal of troops from a battlefield (can be either 

orderly or unorderly; fighting or by rout). 

Rout: disorderly withdrawal of troops from a battlefield following a 

defeat, either real or perceived. 

Garrison: a body of troops holding a particular location on a long-

term basis. 

 

Vedette: a mounted sentry or outpost, who has the function of 

bringing information, giving signals or warnings of danger,  

 

 

 

General Overview 

 It is considered to be a reality that the space has been 

“militarized” since the earliest communications satellites were 

launched into orbit 

 States accept the fact that “peaceful purposes” include the use of 

militaries, although it is not particularly peaceful, and space is 

considered and recognised a sanctuary only in that in weapons are 

deployed there. 

 In 1962 the UN General Assembly adopted the “Declaration of 

Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the 

Exploration and the Use of Activities of States in the Exploration 

and Use of Outer Space” This resolution was treated and 

recognised as the basis of negotiations in the Committee during 

the discussion of the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space of a 

multilateral mechanism which regulates the use of space. 

 The prevention of an arms race in outer space (PAROS) is a 

critical issue on the UN disarmament and arms control 

agenda. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charge_(warfare)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Retreat_(military)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rout
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garrison
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vedette_(sentry)
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 The development of arms race on earth and the suggestion of 

processing it in space was introduced as back in the 1950s the 

US and Soviet has been concerned with the limitation of arms 

and disarmament. Where as during the present century, it is 

widely believed that there is a need of outer space arms race 

to raise security 

 Back between 159 and 1962 the Western powers created a 

series of suggestions to bar the use of outer space for military 

purposes.  The successive plans issued by them was for 

general and complete disarmament which includes provisions 

in order to abolish the orbiting and stationing in outer space 

of weapons of Mass destruction. 

  

 The intention of preventing outer space arms race is because 

of the fact that just as concerning the danger that  anything 

can be used as a weapon in outer space.  It would be a great 

threat among the society on earth as it does not take more 

than a tiny rock to destroy important satellites or other 

devices, which at the same time has the ability to cause 

unrecoverable catastrophe to the lives of the people.  

 Furthermore, it is undeniable that the weaponization of space 

will have the power to crush and destroy strategic balance 

and stability, which undermines and decreases the 

international and national security instead of increasing it as 

well as serving the purpose of disrupting existing arms control 

instruments, specifically naming those related to nuclear 

weapons and missiles.  

 A number of agreements had been issued in the 1960s and 
1970s which were adopted to prevent the weaponizations, 
( for instance, the Partial Test Ban Treaty and the Moon 
agreement )   

 Although these treaties ban the placement of weapons of 
mass destruction in space, unfortunately they fail to  prevent 
states from placing other types of weapons in outer space.  As 
a result, many states promote the argument that existing 



Mediterranean Model United Nations XII 2019 

treaties are insufficient for safeguarding outer space as “the 
common heritage of mankind.” 

  In order to address this, the final document of the UN 
General Assembly’s Special Session on Disarmament 
mandated that negotiations should take place in what is now 
the Conference on Disarmament (CD), “in order to prevent an 
arms race in outer space” that are “held in accordance with 
the spirit of the [Outer Space Treaty].” 

 The more recent revelations reveals that the United States 

Department of Defence continues to introduce programs that 

could provide anti-satellite and space based weapons 

capabilities.    

 To prevent this controversial issue, both Russia and China 

introduced a joint CD Working Paper with the support from 

the various delegations of Vietnam, Indonesia, Belarus, 

Zimbabwe, and Syria in June 2002.  With a recent proposal 

which is entitled as “Possible Elements for a Future 

International Legal Agreement on the Prevention of the 

Deployment of Weapons in Outer Space, the Threat or Use of 

Force Against Outer Space Objects.”  This is recognised as a 

draft Treaty which builds on the earlier Chinese proposal and 

suggesting a purpose, structure, definitions, obligations and 

mechanism for entry into force. 

 Despising the pass away of time and the fact that there is a 

broad international consensus which opposes the 

weaponization of space including supporting the creation of a 

legal instrument banning the placement of weapons in outer 

space.  However, it is an unfortunate reality that during the 

present society, limited and little progress has been promoted 

towards approaching of achieving this abolishment.  

  

Major Parties Involved 
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 The United States 

 Iran : the representative introduced a revised text on the 
follow-up to nuclear disarmament obligations agreed in the 
1995 and 2000 Review Conferences of the Parties to the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

 Nigeria   
Countries who have spoken today 

 France 

  Sweden 

 Algeria 

 Japan 

 Canada 

 Republic of Korea 

 India; United Kingdom; and Bangladesh. 

 Russian federation 

  
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

 The Russian Federation introduced a statement to the 

Conference on Disarmament Working Group on the “Way 

Ahead” that suggested a multilateral non-legally binding 

instrument on Space Security. 

  A resolution on the prevention of an arms race in outer space 

(PAROS) is introduced and adopted by an overwhelming 

majority of UN member states (1967). Every country in the 

world votes in favour of carrying out the negotiations for   a 

treaty on PAROS—except for the US and Israel, which chose 

to abstain. 

 Iran’s representative introduced a revised text on the follow-
up to nuclear disarmament obligations agreed in the 1995 and 
2000 Review Conferences of the Parties to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.  

 Nigeria, on behalf of the African Group, introduced a draft 
resolution on the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace 
and Disarmament in Africa, which had the intension of 
decreasing the use of weapons. 
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 It was agreed that The Committee will meet again at 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday, 26 October, to continue its consideration of all 
draft resolutions and decisions, carrying out further 
negotiations about this controversial topic. 

 In 1978 the Commission was created as a subsidiary organ of 
the UN General Assembly, considered all Member States, to 
focus on various issues in the field of disarmament and make 
suggestions. 

 

 

Possible Solutions 

 To call upon all states to carry on the research and discovery 

of the condition in outer space. 

 To reinforce the key disadvantage and risks that would 

possibly occur if arms race would be carried out in space. 

 Suggest all states to limit the use of weapons or military 

forces if unnecessary 

 To introduce a period of prohibition of certain serious 

weapons  

 Introduce measures such as debris mitigation, as well as  ‘rule 

of the road’ are significant for maintaining access to outer 

space for peaceful intensions. 

 All states and assemblies should carry on discussing how to 

create a clear link between missile defence and the 

introduction of weapons into space. 

 

Sources 

* hhtps://www.state.gov/t/isn/5181.htm 

* hhtp://ploughshares.ca/pl publications/preventing-the-weaponization-

of-space-options-for-moving-forward/ 

* https://www.un.org/press/en/2005/gadis3310.doc.htm 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2005/gadis3310.doc.htm
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* http://www.unidir.org/files/publications/pdfs/prevention-of-an-arms-

race-in-outer-space-a-guide-to-the-discussions-in-the-cd-en-451.pdf 

*https://www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/proposed-*prevention-

arms-race-space-paros-treaty/ 

*https://www.merriamwebster.com/dictionary/nuclear%20force 

* https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/un-disarmament-commission-debates-

ways-to-prevent-arms-race-outer-space 

 

* https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/04/1006401 

 

 

http://www.unidir.org/files/publications/pdfs/prevention-of-an-arms-race-in-outer-space-a-guide-to-the-discussions-in-the-cd-en-451.pdf
http://www.unidir.org/files/publications/pdfs/prevention-of-an-arms-race-in-outer-space-a-guide-to-the-discussions-in-the-cd-en-451.pdf
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TOPIC 2: The question of reducing the proliferation of Weapons of 

Mass Destruction (WMD). 

Introduction  

 In this question, delegates will be exploring a variety of 

methods which diminish the build-up of Weapons of mass 

destruction that come to threaten thousands of lives across 

the globe.  It is notable that since the use of Weapons of Mass 

Destruction in the Cold War, the threat of these weapons has 

expanded due to the fact that nuclear arms are not the only 

cause for concern since chemical and biological weapons have 

been established.  

 Except from the threat to human life, Weapons of Mass 

Destruction not only rob valuable resources such as uranium 

but also come at extraordinary costs which present an 

opportunity cost since the vast amount of money could be 

used elsewhere. 

 However, weapons of mass destruction are more than one 

dimensional. Its important to identify that they could 

discourage major warfare by intimidating enemies and for this 

reason countries may not abide to reductions in the amount of 

their weapons. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Weapons of Mass Destruction: constitute a class of weaponry either 

nuclear, radiological, chemical biological or other weapon with the 

potential to, in a single moment, kill millions of civilians, jeopardize 

the natural environment, and fundamentally alter the world and the 

lives of future generations through their catastrophic effects 

Proliferation: rapid increase in the amount of weapons of mass 

destruction 

General Overview 

 States in Asia and the Pacific have had first-hand experiences of the 

fatal damage the WMD’s cause. Thus, the region has taken a stance 
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against the use of WMD’s and assumed a global campaign to 

delegitimize all forms. As stated in the Canberra Commission in 

1996, so long as any state has nuclear weapons, others will want 

them. So long as any such weapons remain, it defies credibility that 

they will not one day be used, by accident, miscalculation or design. 

It is sheer luck that the world has escaped such catastrophe until 

now. 

United States alone spends more than $52 million a year on just 

nuclear weapons whilst it could have be invested in the hunger crisis 

and improve the standard of living of many people, and instead 

places a burden of risk on people’s safety. 

The threat is a source of unease, security and pride to different 

people since awareness and opinions have varied during the course 

of their history. The anti-WMD motion is embodied most in nuclear 

disarmament leading to the formation of the British Campaign for 

Nuclear Disarmament in 1957. 

Major Parties Involved: 

The United States is known to have possessed three types of 

Weapons Of Mass Destruction; nuclear weapons, chemical weapons 

and biological weapons. The only country to have used nuclear 

weapons in war is the United States which dropped two atomic 

bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki during 

World War 2. It is estimated that since 1945, the United States 

produced more than 70,000 nuclear warheads, which is more than 

all other nuclear weapon states combined. 

Due to the fact that Israel neither denies nor confirms its nuclear 

status, It is widely suspected it possesses Weapons of Mass 

Destruction and that it is one of the four nuclear-armed countries 

not recognized as a Nuclear Weapons state by the Non-Proliferation 

Treaty. It neither denies nor confirms its nuclear status. 

The Soviet Union was the second that developed and tested a 

nuclear weapon with a sole purpose of achieving power during the 
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Cold War. Now, the Russian Federation possesses 7,850 total 

nuclear warheads, of which 1,600 are strategically operational. 

39,967 tons of chemical weapons have also been declared in 1997 

China also possesses weapons of Mass Destruction including 

chemical and nuclear weapons. Number of nuclear warheads is a 

state secret. China has acceded to the Biological and Toxin Weapons 

Convention (BWC) in 1984 and ratifies the Chemical Weapons 

Convention (CWC) in 1997. The Asia-Pacific has experienced the type 

of proliferation challenges the international community faces. Due 

to globalization, the Asia-Pacific has become one of the most 

important global trade hubs and while this can bring benefits, they 

also create new sources of weapons of mass destruction. There are 

existing initiatives for regional cooperation on the non-proliferation 

of these weapons. 

Possible Solutions: 

 increased interdependency of nations rather than isolationist 

stances might prove to be effective in promoting a greater 

sense of peace and cooperation, which, in turn will reduce the 

need of reliance on weapons of mass destruction and 

eliminate chances of wars where the possession of these 

weapons would prove useful 

 taking small steps in legislations with realistic reductions of 

weapons 

 UN body may insist on obtaining information from all 

countries including countries that do not confirm their nuclear 

stance such as India and Israel regarding the amount of 

weapons of mass destruction they possess for safety purposes. 

 Improve and maintain regular checks on illicit trade of such 

weapons 

Resources: 

https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/fora77&d

iv=9&id=&page= 

https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/fora77&div=9&id=&page
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/fora77&div=9&id=&page
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https://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/21/opinion/what-nuclear-weapons-

cost-the-world.html 

Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia. "Weapon of Mass 

Destruction."Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia  Britannica, Inc., 27 

Nov. 2017. Web. 21 Mar. 2018.  

http://unrcpd.org/wmd 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_states_with_nuclear_weapons 

https://carnegieendowment.org/files/asia_wmd.pdf 

 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/21/opinion/what-nuclear-weapons-cost-the-world.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/21/opinion/what-nuclear-weapons-cost-the-world.html
http://unrcpd.org/wmd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_states_with_nuclear_weapons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_states_with_nuclear_weapons
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Topic 3: The question of the recruitment of child soldiers in 

South Sudan. 
Introduction: 

 Whilst each of us have the valuable opportunity to education, 

thousands of children in conflict zones such as South Sudan are 

being deprived their basic right to education and are being 

recruited at such a delicate and young age 

 Since gaining independence in 2011, South Sudan has spent 

much of its short life mired in conflict, as what began as a 

political face-off between President Salva Kiir and former 

Vice-President Riek Machar erupted into full-blown war late in 

2013, which has marked the transformation of many 

children’s lives once they have been recruited. It is estimated 

that around 19000 children are associated with the armed 

forces. 

 It is unfortunately recorded that the child soldiers are exposed 

to levels of extreme violence – as they become witnesses, 

direct victims and forced participants of war. Even if they 

manage to survive the catastrophe, there is a large possibility 

that they would be injured and have to live with disabilities for 

the rest of their lives. Since 2013 more than 2300 children 

have been killed or injured. 

 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

 Recruitment: the action of enlisting new people in the armed 

forces. 

 Submission: the action of accepting or yielding to a superior 

force or to the will or authority of another person. 

 Combatants: a person or nation engaged in fighting during a 

war 

 Reintegration: the action or process of integrating someone 

back into society 
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 Bodyguards:  is a type of security guard or government law 

enforcement officer or soldier who protects a person or a 

group of people 

 Local Defence Forces: Loosely formed armed civilian groups 

that fight to defend their community area. Both the 

government and the opposition forces have supported and 

fought together with such groups during the conflict. 

 

 

General Overview 

Major Parties Involved 

Sudan People’s Liberation Army and their allies 

Intergovernmental Authority on Development 

United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 

African Union 

African Union Peace and Security Council 

 

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

         

 Created in 2000, OPAC is designed to ensure states ban the 
recruitment and use of children under the age of 18 in armed 
conflict. South Sudan is the latest country to pass the treaty 
following the Central African Republic’s ratification in 
September 2017. However, in a country where over 19000 
children have been recruited by armed groups in the past 5 
years, tangible progress will be slow and hard-fought 

 Positive steps taken in 2018 with UNICEF facilitating the 
release of more than 800 children from armed groups and 
forces as of July this year. A crucial part to releasing these 
children is supporting their re-integration to society 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Security_guard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_enforcement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_enforcement
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. 

 

Possible Solutions 

 Identify any obstacles to providing effective programmes to support the 
DDR of girls formerly associated with armed forces and armed groups. 

 Carry out further research for Better understanding the needs, grievances 
and hopes of girls formerly associated with armed forces and armed groups 
to design what would constitute successful DDR. 

 Understand the needs, grievances and hopes of these children thoroughly in 
order to design a successful Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration 
scheme. 

 Develop and agree practical interventions for providing disarmament, 
demobilization and recruitment assistance to children in collaboration with 
local, national and international child protection actors. 

 Cooperate with UNICEF and other child protection agencies to disarm and 
release children within forces and aligned militias, including but not limited 
to proposed cantonment site, and transfer them to appropriate civilian 
rehabilitation and reintegration programs that include educational and 
vocational training as well as necessary counselling 

 

Sources 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/12/14/we-can-die-too/recruitment-

and-use-child-soldiers-south-sudan 

 https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/tools-for-action/action-plans/ 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children_in_the_military 

 https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/six-grave-violations/child-

soldiers/ 
 

https://www.unicef.org/wcaro/ChildSoldiers_CPR_Unit_Soc_Dev_Dept_

World_Bank_May_2002.pdf 

https://www.child-soldiers.org/south-sdan 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/ending-the-use-of-child-

soldiers/ 

https://www.unicef.org/wcaro/ChildSoldiers_CPR_Unit_Soc_Dev_Dept_World_Bank_May_2002.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/wcaro/ChildSoldiers_CPR_Unit_Soc_Dev_Dept_World_Bank_May_2002.pdf
https://www.child-soldiers.org/south-sdan

